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folk  acknowledging  the  fact  that 
we’ve  made  it  through  another 
year,  so  pat  us  on  the  (collective) 
back  —  awready. 

All  those  crazies,  dressed  fit 
to  kill,  pictured  herein,  are  some 
of  the  people  responsible  for  all 
this.  (You  could  never  get  them 
all  together  at  the  same  time,  in 
the  same  place.)  Plastering  our 
pictures  across  these  pages  is 
something  of  a  Space  City! 
tradition.  We  did  it  on  our  first 
anniversaries,  and  decided  to 
make  it  a  charm,  even  if  a  week 
late.  After  all,  we  don’t  have 
very  many  traditions  around 
here.  .  .  we  might  as  well  cling 
to  the  ones  we’ve  got. 


Yes  friends,  we’re  three  years 
old! 

Actually,  we’re  a  week  late 
observing  the  fact.  Last  issue  was 
our  birthday  number:  with  it  we 
began  our  fourth  volume  of 
publication.  (The  first  issue  of 
Space  City!  —  actually,  of  Space 
City  News  —  hit  the  streets  June 
5,  1969.) 

In  three  years  we’ve  gone 
through  numerous  changes,  had 
too  many  crises,  seen  lots  of  ups 
and  downs  and  managed,  through 
it  all,  to  give  with  the  punches 
and  avoid  the  KO.  We’re  not 
going  to  lay  out  a  mini-history 
here  (maybe  someday  we’ll  write 
a  book);  this  is  just  a  case  of  us 
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Before  you  read  the  interview,  guess  what  the  city’s  books  say  the  River  Oaks  Country  Club’s  land  is  worth  per  acre 
and  how  this  compares  with  the  assessed  value  of  the  land  in  the  picture  on  page  5.  Photo  by  E.  F.  Shawver,  Jr. 


Leonel  Castillo:  Making  Plans  for 


Change 


by  Martin  Chapman 

Leonel  Castillo  is  the  city  of  Houston’s 
controller;  that  is,  he  is  the  man  who  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  fiscal  management  in  the 
largest  city  in  Texas.  Castillo  is  also  a  rather 
outspoken  advocate  of  sound  fiscal  policy 
a  position  which  often  assumes  a  radical 
posture  to  those  people  other  than  middle 
and  lower  income  taxpayers. 

Earlier  this  month,  Castillo  sat  behind 
his  cluttered  desk  and  talked  with  a  Space 
City!  reporter  in  a  soft-spoken,  erudite 
manner  about  the  Bayou  City  and  what  he 
is  doing  to  make  the  Astrocity  affordable 
and  liveable. 

What  was  the  story  on  the  River  Oaks 
country  club? 

“The  River  Oaks  Country  Club  is  182.6 
acres  of  property  in  what’s  normally  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  most  exclusive  and  one 
of  the  most  prestigious  neighborhoods  in 
the  city.  We  went  out  and  we  looked  at  the 
tax  rolls  and  we  found  that  it’s  on  the  rolls 
and  on  the  books  at  a  value  of  $5,000  an 
acre.  In  my  opinion  that’s  ridiculous.  But 
if  it  had  been  priced  at  even  —  even  $50, 
000,  which  is  very,  very  conservative  —  it 
would  have  generated  another  $125,000 
per  year  in  tax  money.  Also,  that  value  is 
less  than  the  value  of  land  in  the  Third 
Ward  or  Montrose  or  the  poorest  neighbor¬ 
hoods  in  the  city.  There  just  almost  isn’t 
any  value  of  land,  anyplace,  that  has  proper¬ 
ty  that  cheap. 

“I  live  in  University  Oaks,  right  near  the 
University  of  Houston,  and  an  acre  there  is 
easily  $36,000.  That’s  definitely  not  the 
equivalent  of  River  Oaks.  I’m  not  even 
going  into  the  improvements  in  the  build¬ 
ings. 

“Well,  I  told  this  to  the  press  and  com¬ 
pared  it  to  another  country  club,  Gulfcrest, 
and  showed  that  Gulfcrest  paid  more  than 


River  Oaks.  In  fact,  Gulfcrest  had  already 
been  closed  some  years  but  it  was  still  on 
the  books.  The  city,  I  think  it  was  the  assists 
ant  tax  collector,  a  fellow  named  Vince 
Salido,  responded  to  my  charges  by  saying 
that  it  was  common  knowledge  that  River 
Oaks  Country  Club  was,  in  his  words,  ‘notor¬ 
iously  low’  for  tax  purposes  but  that  they 
provided  green  space  and  recreational  area. 

“My  response  was  that  that  would  be 
great  if  they  were  a  city  park.  That  would 
be  a  good  argument.  But  you  know,  my 
yard  is  green  space  and  a  recreation  area 
and  my  yard  certainly  isn’t  worth  the  same 
as  the  River  Oaks  Country  Club. 

“Well,  the  mayor  felt  sufficiently  perturb¬ 
ed  about  this  to  go  on  TV  himself  and  an¬ 
swer  my  charges  by  saying  that  country 
clubs  have  always  had  a  different  valuation. 
And  he,  of  course,  added  that  it  was  none 
of  my  business;  that  I  was  getting  out  of  my 
territory;  that  the  controller’s  duties  requir¬ 
ed  none  of  this  sort  of  thing;  and  that  as 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  that  was  a  fair 
value. 

“Well,  I’m  continuing  to  pursue  the 
matter.  I’m  not  so  much  interested  in  River 
Oaks  as  a  particular  property  as  I  am  in 
overall  tax  reform  and  especially,  right  now, 
in  property  tax.  The  property  tax  situation 
is  absolutely  ridiculous.” 

What  about  industry?  Aren’t  there  some 
inequities  there ,  too? 

“The  first  admission  that  I  got  from  a  tax 
collector,  Casey  Fannin,  when  I  cited  the 
Kemphill  study,  and  other  things,  was  that 
he  did  not  assess  industry;  that  industry 
was  allowed  to  self-assess.  This  was  in  the 
March  13  issue  of  the  Chronicle,  I  believe. 
That  industry  was  allowed  to  self-assess  be¬ 
cause  he  was  unable  to  assess  industry.” 

Did  he  say  why  he  was  unable  to  assess 
industry? 


.  “He  said  that  they  didn’t  have  the  people 
and  the  expertise  and  all. 

“So,  I  hit  the  mayor  on  that  and  the 
mayor  said  that  he  was  also  in  favor  of 
having  a  complete  revaluation  study,  but 
said  that  he  wasn’t  decided  whether  it 
should  be  done  by  an  outside  firm  or  by  an 
inhouse  group.  My  preference  is  an  outside 
firm;  I  think  you  get  more  objectivity.  But 
the  mayor  said  that  way  back  when.  This 
was  mid-March,  and  we’re  going  into  June 
now  and  we’re  losing  millions  of  dollars  by 
not  getting  with  it” 

What  are  your  bounds?  What  are  your 
responsibilities? 

“Technically,  according  to  the  charter,  I 
am  responsible  for  the  supervision  and  the 
superintending  of  all  fiscal  matters  of  the 
city.  That’s  kind  of  broad.  And  then  most 
of  the  description  of  the  job  refers  to 
accounting;  making  sure  that  proper  re¬ 
cords  are  kept  and  so  on.  Both  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  supervision  of  financial 
matters  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  keep¬ 
ing  accurate  records  and  seeing  that  fair 
charges  are  made  and  also  from  the  point  of 
view  of  a  public  official  who  gets  elected  to 
get  some  equity,  I  have  not  only  the  right, 
but  I  think  I  have  an  obligation  to  say  these 
things.  Of  course  the  mayor  disagrees  com¬ 
pletely;  he  thinks  that  I  should  be  the  city’s 
bookkeeper.  Any  problems  should  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  him.  That’s  what  he  told  me;  that 
I  should  refer  problems  to  him. 

“And  I  have  referred  a  lot  of  these  tax 
things  to  him,  but  he  didn’t  do  anything. 
And  so,  my  only  weapon  —  I  don’t  have 
any  administrative  power  —  was  to  go  to 
the  press.*And  I  have.  On  things  like  the 
lack  of  assessing  of  industrial  property  on 
things  like  Cameron  Iron  and  things  like 
^  .River  Oaks  and  so  on. 

“I’ve  got  some  other  ideas  that  I’m  going 
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to  be  suggesting.” 

For  example  ? 

“Well,  just  for  example,  I’ve  been  look¬ 
ing  at  the  prospects  of  the  city  being  the 
first  major  city  in  the  United  States,  the 
first  major  area,  to  look  seriously  at  the 
eventual  impact  of  the  metric  system.  The 
financial  impact  of  this  country  going  met¬ 
ric.  What  would  be  the  effect  on  Houston? 
There  have  been  some  national  studies  on 
that. 

“I  think  the  city  would  be  wise  to  make 
a  study  on  this:  to  determine  what  would 
happen;  who  would  pay  and  so  on.  In  older 
cities  it  would  cost  a  lot  because  they  would 
have  to  change  over  so  much.  Newer  cities 
not  so  much,  maybe.  But  I  think  that  that’s 
a  15-year  program  that  you  have  to  start 
now.  Then  I’ve  got  some  other  ideas.  Other 
kinds  of  administrative  ideas,  we  ought  to 
look  at. 

“For  example,  the  airport.  I  believe  in 
user  charges.  By  that,  I  mean  that  people 
who  use  services  should  pay  for  them.  Now, 
the  airport  is  used  by  many  people.  Some 
are  Houstonians  and  some  are  not.  But  ob¬ 
viously  those  Houstonians  who  use  it  get 
more  benefit  than  those  who  don’t.  But  we 
are  all  taxed  for  it.  Now  I  think  that  anyone 
who  uses  the  airport  should  pay.  And  in 
most  cities  now  —  and  the  Supreme  Court 
has  upheld  a  recent  case  in  this  matter  — 
most  cities  now  are  moving  to  a  user  charge 
at  the  airport  where  everybody  who  boards 
a  plane  pays  a  dollar  or  some  fee. 

“That  means  a  guy  from  Pasadena  or 
Bellaire  or  West  University  or  Bunker  Hill 
or  Hedgewick  Village  or  any  ot  these  —  I 
call  them  parasitic  suburban  communities 
—  any  one  of  those  guys  who  would  be  us¬ 
ing  city  services  would  be  paying  for  it.  And 
I  think  we  should  charge  them.” 

Are  a  portion  of  the  user  charges  kicked 
back  to  the  airlines? 

“Ah,  yeah,  you  would  have  to  give  them, 
what,  two  percent  for  administrative  costs. 
But  in  Houston,  if  we  did  a  dollar  user 
charge,  we  could  conservatively  estimate 
$4.5  million  a  year  that  we  would  pick  up. 

“The  library  as  well;  we  shouldn’t  allow 
people  who  aren’t  citizens  of  Houston  to 
use  the  library  services  for  free.  Who’s  pay¬ 
ing  for  the  library?  There  is  a  special  proper¬ 
ty  tax  for  it.  So  the  middle-income  guy  in 
Houston  is  being  stuck;  and  the  low-income 
guy  and  to  a  lesser  extent  the  upper-income 
industry.  So  we’re  all  being  stuck.  And  here’s 
a  guy  who  lives  outside  our  city:  uses  our 
streets,  our  police,  our  water,  our  so  on. 

“I  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  any  out¬ 
lying  municipality  of  Houston  should  have 
an  automatic  contract  or  series  of  contracts 
with  the  city  and  that  we  shouldn’t  even 
send  a  fireman  in  there  until  they  sign  it.  I 
take  a  very  tough  view  on  it,  obviously,  not 
very  popular  with  some  people. 

“But  why  should  the  citizens  of  Houston 
be  paying  for  a  fire  department  when  —  you 
know,  of  course  people  say  you  can’t  let  a 
building  bum  down  just  because  it’s  out¬ 
side  your  limits  —  but  the  guys  in  these  sub¬ 
urban  communities,  by  and  large,  are  high 
income.  And  they’re  getting  off  with  a  lot 
less  payment.  So  I  would  bill  them  for  as 
many  things  as  I  could. 

“Then  I’d  get  some  overall  contracts  for 
the  things  that  I  couldn’t.  Definitely  bill 
them. 

“I  would  say  that  that’s  a  natural.  A  user 
charge  is  a  very  democratic  way  of  levying 
charges.  You  pay  according  to  what  you 
get.  It  makes  sense.  At  least,  it  makes  sense 
to  me. 

“More  cities  are  moving  into  this.  Some 
cities  even  have  a  commuter  taxjA.nyone 
who  works  in  the  city  pays  a  certain  per¬ 
centage  of  his  salary  to  the  city.”  ^ 

What  kind  of  response  have  you  gotten 
to  these  suggestions? 

“I’ve  gotten  a  very  good  public  response. 
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I  guess  I  get  a  couple  of  letters  every  day, 
saying,  you  know,  ‘give  em  hell,’  or  ‘keep 
it  up,’  or  ‘you’re  looking  out  for  the  middle- 
income  people,  that’s  me,’  or  ‘you-know- 
how-I’m-getting-screwed’  kinds  of  letters. 
Very  encouraging  kind  of  mail.” 

(Castillo  searched  through  the  pile  of 
documents  on  his  desk  and  thrust  two  hand 
written  dated  the  day  before,  letters,  a- 
cross.  Both  were  complimentary.) 

“I’ve  gotten  a  tremendous  public  re¬ 
sponse.” 

What  about  the  mayor? 


How  have  the  employes  responded  to 
the  idea? 

“My  employes,  and  again,  most  of  the 
public  that  I’ve  spoken  to,  think  it’s  a  good 
idea.  But  of  course,  the  mayor  thinks  it’s  a 
bad  idea.  I’ve  gotten  great  response.  We 
researched  this  subject  -  I  think  for  four 
months  —  before  I  suggested  it.  We  looked 
at  it  in  terms  of  cost,  what  other  cities  have 
done,  other  corporations,  and  so  on;  how 
it’s  worked  and  where  the  problems  are  and 
so  on.  I’ve  got  a  list  of  every  book  in  the 
library  that  has  anything  on  the  subject, 


Leonel  Castillo.  Photo  by  Jerry  Sebesta. 


“Now  from  the  mayor,  I’ve  gotten  a  ‘none- 
of-your-business’  response.” 

What  do  you  think  should  be  done  with 
the  40-hour  work  week? 

“Not  40-hour  work  week;  altered  work 
week.  I  believe  in  a  flexible  work  week.  By 
this  I  mean  that  some  people  should  work 
four  days,  ten  hours  a  day.  They’d  have  a 
three-day  weekend.  Other  departments  of 
the  city  should  be  open  six  days  a  week.  And 
that  the  tax  office  should  be  open  on  Satur¬ 
day,  and  at  night  so  that  people  could  go 
and  pay  their  taxes  or  haggle  about  it  or  do 
whatever  they  want  to  do.  Resolve  prob¬ 
lems. 

“Then  in  the  water  department.  People 
have  to  pay  their  water  bills,  they  may  have 
questions,  and  we  should  be  there  to  an¬ 
swer  them.  They  shouldn’t  be  asked  to  take 
off  work,  come  downtown,  find  parking, 
hassle  the  traffic  and  whatnot;  you  know, 
lose  a  lot  of  money.  They  can’t  afford  it. 

But  on  a  Saturday  morning  or  right  after 
work  or  even  before  work,  they  could  do  it 
and  it  wouldn’t  cost  us  any  money  and  it 
wouldn’t  cost  them  any  more  money.  We’d 
have  that  much  better  service;  we  wouldn’t 
have  lines  and  so  on.  But  we’d  have  better 
service.  That’s  the  main  thing. 

“Also,  I  think  that  city  parks,  all  of  them, 
should  be  staffed  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

I  don’t  see  where  we  should  have  parks  peo¬ 
ple  in  offices  during  the  week.  People  don’t 
use  parks  during  the  week.  People  are  free 
to  go  to  the  parks  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
It’s  like  the  ridiculousness  of  a  lot  of  these 
social  service  agencies  and  recreation  agen¬ 
cies.  They  run  nine  to  five,  five  days  a  week, 
and  kids  who  need  the  parks  go  to  school 
those  hours.  They  should  have  office  hours 
like  U  TOTE  M  does.  U  TOTE  M  knows 
when  people  need  it.  That’s  the  kind  of 
concept  that  I’m  getting  at.  It’s  a  flexible 
work  week  rather  than  just  four-day.  Some 
people  should  work  four  days  and  some 
should  work  six.” 


and  almost  every  article. 

“All  of  the  research  points  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  Again  this  relates  to  having  the  services 
available  when  the  people  need  them,  not 
when  the  work  week  says  when  you’re 
supposed  to  work.  That’s  a  whole  different 
approach  to  government,  I  think. 

“I  think  the  mayor  agrees  with  it  but 
doesn’t  like  the  idea  of  my  suggesting  it. 
That’s  the  impression  I  got.  Part  of  his  re¬ 
sponse  was  that  ‘I’ve  been  thinking  about 
this  for  years  and  he’s  just  barely  come  up 
with  it.’  He  doesn’t  want  to  do  it  and  he 
says  that  I  don’t  have  the  right  to  do  it  in 
this  department  either.” 

It  sounds  as  though  you’re  moving  your 
office  almost  toivards  an  advocacy  position; 
an  ombudsman  position,  if  you  will. 

“I  view  it  that  way.  When  I  ran,  I  told 
people  that  I  was  going  to  do  this.  I  said 
that  I  was  going  to  look  at  the  money.  I 
was  not  going  to  be  just  a  mere  bookkeeper; 
that  I  was  going  to  look  for  discrepencies 
and  expose  them  if  I  could.  And  that’s  what 
I’ve  been  doing.'  ■ 

“When  I  spoke  against  Herman  Short, 
you  know,  I  caught  hell  at  the  downtown 
Rotary  Club.  I  said  that  in  polite  words, 
Herman  Short  was  a  fiscal  disaster.  That 
from  a  financial  point  of  view  Herman  Short 
refuses  federal  money.  That  means  that  the 
Houston  taxpayer  has  to  subsidze  him 
twice. 

“You  know,  a  lot  of  people  criticize, 
those  people  who  do  criticize  Herman  Short 
criticize  him  on  the  basis  of  his  treatment 
of  minorities,  long-hairs  and  whatever;  and 
of  his  stance  on  issues.  I  agree  with  most  of 
that  criticism. 

“But  I  think  that  mv  major  criticism  is 
not  that.  My  major  criticism  is  that  by  re¬ 
fusing  federal  money,  he  puts  a  double 
load  on  the  middle-income  and  low-income 
person.  This  guy  has  to  pay  his  income  tax 
to  support  the  police  department  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Dallas.  Dallas  just  got  a  $20 


million  grant  which  Houston  citizens  are 
paying  for.  And  Rizzo  is  a  former  police 
chief  who  is  the  mayor  of  Philadelphia  and 
he  takes  federal  money.  But  Herman  Short 
won’t.  I  think  he  should. 

“If  I  were  mayor,  I’d  fire  him.  It’s  as 
simple  as  that.  For  financial  reasons.  I  think 
that  you  would  have  much  more  difficulty 
in  proving  all  the  other  stuff.  You  got  to 
take  each  individual  alleged  brutality  case 
and  then  you  got  to  say  who  was  responsible; 
it’s  very  hard  to  prove  that  he  (Short)  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  action  of  each  officer, 
even  though  administratively,  he  is.  But  I 
think  on  the  financial  side,  you  can  really 
say  that  anybody  who  turns  down  $20 
million  or  whatever  the  figure  might  be  is 
causing  a  sjevere  economic  strain.  That’s 
how  I’d  do  it.” 

'  Is  there  no  federal  money  at  all  coming 
in  for  city  police? 

(Castillo  picked  up  a  sheet  that  detailed 
monies  allocated  to  the  city  and  leafed 
through  it.) 

“Nothing  for  nothing.  It’s  all  here,  all  the 
federal  monies.  Nothing  for  police  work. 


them;  trying  to  compare  them  with  what 
they  listed  as  sales  in  the  newspaper  and 
what’s  listed  in  our  own  book;  hopefully, 
we’ll  find  some  independent  appraisers 
who  will  then  give  us  what  they  would  say 
is  their  professional  opinion  the  property  is 
worth.  I’ve  looked  at  a  number  of  proper¬ 
ties.” 

What  qualifies  a  property  for  exemption 
from  taxation?  Must  it  just  be  a  church 
property? 

“It’s  not  just  church  orientation.  It’s  got 
to  serve  a  philanthropic  or  charity  or  educa¬ 
tional  purpose.  I  think  those  are  the  three 
functions. 

“Rice  University  is  on  a  monstrous  chunk 
of  land  in  Houston  and  is  exempt.  Things 
like  the  federal  building  are  exempt.  I  think 
that  they  should  pay,  at  least  for  the  ser¬ 
vices,  or  make  payments  in  lieu  of  taxes. 

The  thing  is,  though,  to  make  a  specific 
statement  on  tax-exempt  property,  you’ve 
got  to  do  lots  of  research.  That’s  a  very 
complicated  subject.  I  think  that  initially 
we’ll  move  toward  user  charges  on  them.” 


Didn’t  it  blow  your  mind  to  learn  the 


Now  the  county  gets  money  for  their  police 
work  activities.  And  you  couldn’t  say  that 
the  county  is  more  liberal  than  the  city.  But 
they  got  money  and  the  city  doesn’t. 

“What  makes  this  situation  even  more 
interesting  is  that  Mayor  Welch  is  president 
of  the  National  Conference  of  Mayors,  and 
one  of  their  prime  targets  is  revenue-sharing. 
They  want  revenue-sharing.  One  of  the  maj¬ 
or  reasons  for  revenue-sharing  is  to  have 
money  for  public  safety.  But  his  own 
police  won’t  accept  it. 

“So  it  really  puts  the  Mayor  in  an  awk¬ 
ward  spot.  To  be  arguing  for  something 
that  he  can’t  get.” 

What  other  areas  are  there  for  generating 
tax  money  that  haven’t  been  explored? 

“The  primary  area  is  property  tax.  That’s 
the  one  we  look  at  first.  Then  we  look  at 
franchise  taxes;  then  we  could  greatly  in¬ 
crease  the  amount  of  federal  money. 

“You  know,  I  found  that  money  that 
didn’t  draw  any  interest.  That  sort  of  thing. 
Or  we  could  do  a  lot  of  management  studies 
or  efficiency  studies  and  do  pretty  well. 

But  we  haven’t  yet.  We  don’t  have  that 
kind  of  feeling  among  the  councilmen  and 
the  mayor. 

“It  gets  more  interesting  all  the  time  as 
I  learn  more  and  more.” 

What  about  the  properly  valuation  of 
some  of  the  major  buildings  in  the  city? 

“We’re  looking  at  those  too,  and  we 
should  know  very  soon.  We’re  doing  samples 
on  somp  major  properties  and  comparing 


answer?  Photo  by  E.  F.  Shawver,  Jr. 

What  about  water  districts;  you’ve  made 
some  statements  about  them. 

“Yeah,  quite  a  bit.  The  city  wants  to 
annex  three  water  districts  along  with  the 
Addicks-Barker  resevoir.  The  initial  intent 
was  to  annex  the  Addicks-Barker  resevoir 
in  order  to  develop  more  recreational  area 
for  Houston.  Well,  I’m  for  that;  I  think  that 
we  need  more  recreational  area.  I  didn’t 
understand  how  the  three  water  districts 
fit  into  this  recreation  area.  They’re  not 

going  to  provide  any  recreation  area;  we 
don’t  really  need  them. 

“The  city  then  presented  the  argument 
that  we  needed  this  annexation  to  make 
this  the  third  largest  city  in  area  in  the 
United  States.  I  think  that  argument  has 
very  little  merit. 

“Now  in  terms  of  income,  do  we  need 
them  because  they’ll  help  us  with  our  finan¬ 
cial  base?  There  has  been  no  argument  pre¬ 
sented  yet  that  proves  that.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  their  financial  arguments  have  been 
proved  to  the  contrary  by  the  Tax  Research 
Association.  My  own  office  and  others  in¬ 
dicated  that  there  is  no  financial  benefit  to 
be  gained. 

“I’ve  looked  into  these  particular  districts 
in  some  detail.  They’ve  issued  quite  a  few 
bonds.  In  one  case,  the  Westchester  water 
district  —  they’ve  issued  over  a  million  and 
a  half  dollars  in  bonds. 

“Now,  they  don’t  have  a  single  source  of 
water  supply.  They  haven’t  dug  a  single 
well  yet.  Somebody  bought  those  bonds 
and  they  buy  their  water  from  someone 
else,  including  the  city. 


“The  idea  is  that  when  the  city  annexes 
Westchester,  the  city  and  the  citizens  of 
Houston  assume  the  debt  and  have  to  pay 
those  bonds.  And  the  developer  greatly 
benefits.  This  has  happened  many,  many 
times  in  Houston. 

“Turkey  Creek,  one  of  the  other  districts, 
has  one  water  well.  They’ve  also  issued  lots 
of  bonds. 

“There  is  just  a  lot  of  information  miss¬ 
ing  about  these  annexations.  There  are  lots 
of  questions  about  these  districts  and  I’m 
raising  them. 

“There  should  be  full  disclosure  of  finan¬ 
cial  information,  audit  reports.” 

Does  the  council  come  to  you  for  finan¬ 
cial  help  and  advice? 

“They’re  able  to.  Some  do  and  some 
don’t.  The  office  is  open  to  them;  to  any¬ 
one,  actually.  Some  of  them  do  call  and 
ask  for  information.  We  give  them  regular 
reports  as  well  as  an  annual  report.  If  they 
call,  we  try  to  give  them  priority. 

“But  it’s  all  open  information.  I  have  a 
complete  open-door  policy.  Any  financial 
information;  even  almost  any  correspond¬ 
ence  that  we  get  is  open  to  the  public.  Any 
interoffice  memos  are  available;  it’s  the 
public’s  money.  They  should  know  what 
we’re  doing  with  it.  At  least  that’s  my 
attitude.” 

How  are  people  who  are  responsible  for 
other  areas  of  the  city  administration  re¬ 
sponding  to  that  sort  of  attitude? 

“Some  very  good  and  some  not  so  good. 

“You  know,  our  requests  for  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  water  districts  is  a  good  case 
in  point.  I  sent  that  request  with  a  lot  of 
these  questions  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  head  of 
planning,  and  he  sent  that  on  to  the  mayor, 
and  the  mayor  in  turn  said  that  it  is  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  matter. 

“I  sent  a  long  request  to  Schieke  in  parks 
and  recreation  because  he  said  in  his  testi¬ 
mony  that  he  had  some  anonymous  donors 
who  were  going  to  contribute  all  the  money 
to  develop  these  recreation  areas,  and  I  ask¬ 
ed  him  who  these  people  were  and  how  firm 
that  donation  was,  and  did  the  city  offer 
them  any  contracts  on  the  basis  of  anony¬ 
mous  donations.  He  didn’t  even  answer. 

“Maybe  there  is  a  great  plan  and  all  the 
councilmen  and  the  mayor  know  about  it 
and  I  don’t,  and  the  public  doesn’t.  Maybe 
that’s  the  case;  I  don’t  know,  but  I  wouldn’t 
vouch  for  it.  I’d  oppose  it,  until  I  had  a 
plan;  not  only  till  I  had  a  plan,  but  until  the 
plan  were  public.  It  wouldn’t  be  enough  to 
tell  me  what  the  plan  was,  you’ve  got  to  say 
it  publicly.  But  that’s  how  it  goes  on  so 
many  of  these  issues.  I’m  just  digging  and 
scratching  for  information.” 

What  can  the  public  do? 

“The  public  can  notify  councilmen  and 
notify  the  mayor;  the  public  can  call;  the 
public  can  attend  council  meetings  and  ask 
these  same  questions;  the  public  can  vote 
people  in  and  out  of  office.  And  I  expect 
that  they  will,  if  they  can  get  the  true 
picture.” 

What  can  the  public  do  to  help  you 
specifically? 

“One  thing  they  can  do  is  to  call  and  re¬ 
port  instances  of  waste  that  they  think  the 
city  is  taking  part  in.  I  try  to  answer  them 
all. 

“The  public  can  demand  tax  reform.  I 
think  a  citizen’s  group  in  the  middle-income 
neighborhood  that  isn’t  crying  for  tax  re¬ 
form  is  just  not  with  it,  you  know,  just 
doesn’t  know  what’s  happening.  I  would  in¬ 
sist  on  it;  I  would  make  repeated  visits  to 
the  mayor  and  the  council  and  insist  that 
industrial  property  be -assessed  in  the  same 
fashion  as  they  are.  I  wouldn’t  allow  this 
selfassessment.  Phone  calls,  letters,  tele¬ 
grams,  visits,  whatever.” 
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This  is  last  Tuesday’s  rain  storm,  but  wotthehell  it’s  a  nice  picture  and  it  sometimes  looks  about  this 
bad  when  it  isn’t  raining.  Taken  from  the  50th  floor  of  One  Shell  Plaza  with  special  thanks  to  Leon 
Davis  and  Associates.  Photo  by  G.  Emerson  Brant. 


Life,  Breath, 
Houston 


by  John  Carroll 

Just  recently  moved  from 
Pasadena  —  where  I  used  to 
think  the  air  was  polluted  —  to 
Houston  where  I  know  the  air  is 
polluted.  Not  by  the  standards 
of  the  Texas  legislature,  though. 
They  all  seem  to  live  in  Uvalde 
and  parts  unknown  except  to  the 
pavers  of  Farm  to  Market  roads, 
and  God  knows  we  need  more 
roads.  (Why  don’t  they  come 
take  some  of  ours  and  leave 
enough  for  a  couple  of  bicycle 


paths?  Imagine  how  far  the  Gulf 
Freeway  would  go  if  you  cut  if 
up  into  a  two  lane  highway  and 
dumped  it  around  El  Paso.) 

At  any  rate,  things  have  been 
getting  pretty  bad  for  the  upper 
respiratory  tract  here  in  Space 
City.  Although  we  haven’t  had 
any  alerts,  warnings  or  emergen¬ 
cies,  we  have  had  another  nifty 
little  title,  known  as  an  “air 
stagnation  advisory.”  What  you 
have  to  remember  about  this 
one  is  that  it  doesn’t  really  mean 


anything.  Not  as  far  as  cleaning 
up  the  mess  goes.  All  it  says  is 
that  things  have  stopped  moving 
in  the  atmosphere  over  the  city, 
so  anything  you  put  into  the  air 
will  just  stay  there.  In  weather 
man  talk,  there  are  variable 
winds  with  low  speeds  with  a 
low  mixing  depth.  It’s  also 
known  as  an  inversion  layer.  The 
hot  air  sits  on  the  city  and  the 
undesirable  waste  builds  up 
underneath. 

These  air  stagnation  advisories 


have  taken  place  in  Houston 
with  increasing  frequency.  There 
was  one  issued  last  Saturday, 
which  was  the  third  since  May 
15.  What  these  advisories  do  is 
to  alert  the  Air  Pollution  Control 
Program  people  in  Houston  that 
they  had  better  put  a  close  check 
on  their  monitoring  devices,  be¬ 
cause  things  might  get  very  bad. 
The  Air  Control  people  then 
watch  their  monitors  and  if  the 
toxicants  in  the  air  reach 
proscribed  levels  they  call  Mr. 
Charles  Barden  in  Austin  and  he 
can  either  issue  an  alert,  a  warn¬ 
ing  or  an  emergency. 

If  an  alert  is  called  the  city 
can  order  various  industries  in 
the  area  to  start  implementing 
their  contingency  shutdown 
plans.  All  it  requires  is  a  small 
cutback  which  increases  with  the 
severity  of  the  alert.  The  whole 
idea  is  to  stop  the  alert  from 
becoming  a  warning  and  so  on. 
However,  most  of  the  industries 
in  the  area  haven’t  filed  their 
reports  on  their  proposed  cut¬ 
backs,  so  the  city  doesn’t  really 
know  what  to  do  in  an  alert  ex¬ 
cept  to  ask  the  companies  if 
they’d  mind  cutting  back  just  a 
bit  because  its  getting  awfully 
hard  to  breath  in  downtown  and 
we’d  be  ever  so  grateful  if  you 
would. 

But  you  can’t  really  blame  the 
industries,  yet.  The  plan  was 
only  implemented  in  March.  It’s 
known  as  Texas  Air  Control 
Board  regulation  8.  Basically,  it 
was  set  up  to  watch  for  danger¬ 
ous  levels  of  sulfur  dioxide, 
particulats,  carbon  monoxide, 
oxidants  and  nitrogen  dioxide. 
They  have  various  levels  they 
have  to  reach  before  anyone 
rings  the  bell  but  it  doesn’t  take 
a  genius  to  know  that  there  are 
.3  parts  per  million  of  sulfur 
dioxide  in  the  air  or  375  micro¬ 
grams  per  cubic  meter  of  parti¬ 
culats  because  all  you  have  to  do 
is  drive  in  on  the  Gulf  Freeway 
some  morning  and  notice  that  all 
the  buildings  seem  to  have  only 
tops.  Of  course  there  might  only 
be  374  micrograms  per  cubic 
meter  and  that’s  all  right,  and 
you  have  to  blame  those  watery 
eyes  on  something  else,  son,  be¬ 
cause  things  ain’t  toxic  enough 
yet.  And  so  we  say,  that’s  good, 
and  drive  off  which  is  really  sort 
of  funny  if  you  think  about  it. 
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Recycling 

Center 

Open 

A  recycling  center  has  been 
set  up  at  the  University  of  St. 
Thomas  to  handle  newspapers, 
metals  and  glass. 

Students,  faculty  and  residents 
near  the  university  are  urged  to 
participate  in  the  waste-saving 
effort  to  cut  the  litter  and  save 
the  land.  The  center  is  located  in 
a  garage  behind  1209  West  Main. 

Newspapers  are  to  be  stacked 
on  tables  and  benches  in  the  west 
end  of  the  garage.  The  papers  are 
to  be  tied  in  bundles  approxim¬ 
ately  10-12  inches  high  or  put  in 
grocery  sacks.  (They  ask  that 
you  don’t  include  magazines  or 
other  loose  scrap  paper.) 

Separate  receptacles  are  provid¬ 
ed  for  colored  glass,  clear  glass, 
all  steel  cans  and  other  small  ob¬ 
jects,  bimetal  cans  (seam  on  side, 
pull-tab  top)  and  aluminum  cans 
(lighter  in  weight,  no  seam  on 
top). 

Cans  should  be  rinsed  clean 
and  paper  labels  removed.  Steel 
cans  should  have  ends  removed 
and  be  crushed  flat.  Aluminum 
cans  should  be  flattened.  Contain¬ 
ers  from  TV  dinners,  pies  and 
aluminum  foil  should  be  rinsed. 

Glass  containers  must  be  rinsed 
and  should  have  all  metal  caps, 
rings,  twist-off  caps  and  metallic 
labels  removed.  Paper  labels  may 
be  left  on. 

THE  BAG  WE’RE  IN 
by  Roger  Lubin 

Packaging  is  the  only  thing 
that’s  increasing  more  rapidly 
than  population. 

In  1958  the  national  per 
capita  consumption  of  packaging 
materials  was  404  pounds.  This 
rose  to  525  pounds  in  1966  and 
will  increase  to  661  pounds  by 
1976,  according  to  Department 
of  Health,  Education  and  Wel¬ 
fare  estimates. 

The  increase  from  1958-1976 
is  equivalent  to  one  NFL  ALL- 
PRO  Defensive  Tackle  per  man 
woman  and  child  in  this  country. 
And  that’s  just  the  wrapping! 
It  has  nothing  to  do  with  all  the 
truly  useless  crap  which  is  pro¬ 
duced,  consumed  and  cast  off  to 
the  rubbish  heap  as  well. 

Several  factors  have  led  to  this 
increase.  The  desire  for  con¬ 
venience  on  the  part  of  the  con¬ 
sumer  and  the  ever  advancing 
technology  are  two  reasons,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  growing  trend 
towards  self-servicing  merchandis¬ 
ing.  With  more  and  more  self- 
service  merchandising,  manufac¬ 
turers  have  come  to  rely  on 
packaging  alone  to  differentiate 
their  product  from  their  com¬ 
petitors’. 

No  longer  is  there  a  sales  clerk 
to  point  the  difference  —  real  or 
imagined  —  between  The  Product 
and  Brand  X.  If  a  manufacturer 
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A  grizzled  veteran  decides  to  help  put  an  end  to  war  and  trudges  to  St.  Thomas  for  recycling. 


wants  to  continue  to  innundate 
the  nation  with  his  product  he 
has  to  rely  on  the  package  a- 
lone  —  bigger,  brighter  and 
shinnier  —  to  get  his  message 
across. 

To  a  great  extent,  packaging 
has  become  the  most  important 
part  of  the  sales  pitch  —  often 
it’s  the  only  pitch  —  on  the  retail 
level. 

The  media  —  of  course  —  is 
the  message.  The  bright  alumin¬ 
um  can  sells  the  beer  and  the  set 
of  screw  drivers  in  the  blister 
pack  sends  dad  home  from  the 
hardware  store  with  the  entire 
set  instead  of  a  single  tool,  and 
after  he  hangs  them  on  his  peg 
board,  he  still  has  the  package 
to  dispose  of. 

In  a  great  many  instances 
packaging  means  profit.  Not  only 
does  the  product  earn  the  manu¬ 
facturer  a  profit,  but  in  many 
cases  the  package  itself  earns 
more  than  the  product  it  protects. 
In  addition,  since  things  are 
generally  styled  to  become  out¬ 
dated  in  a  short  period  of  time, 
they  automatically  gear  you  up 
for  another  sale. 

From  a  technological  view¬ 
point,  there’s  a  lot  that  can  be 
done  with  bio-degradeable  mater¬ 
ials.  In  Sweden,  for  example,  a 
new,  self-destructing  beer  bottle 
called  “Rigello”  is  now  on  the 
market. 

And  a  Swedish  distributor  call¬ 


But  technology  is  not  going  to  rescue  us  from  the 
crisis  of  excessive  solid  wastes  -  of  which  packaging 
is  a  distinct  part. 


ed  Tetra-Pak  is  working  on  an 
ideal  self-destructive  package  in 
collaboration  with  the  Institute 
for  Polymer  Technology  in  Stock¬ 
holm.  Their  process  will  acceler¬ 
ate  the  decomposition  rate  of 
polyethelene  plastics,  and  they 
are  working  to  develop  a  package 
which  will  decompose  more 
rapidly  when  discarded,  without 
losing  its  strength  while  still  in 
use. 

Here  in  the  United  States 
technologists  are  working  toward 
the  development  of  a  packing 
container  which  can  be  disolved 
after  using.  It  consists  of  a  water- 
soluble  super-structure  covered 
with  a  thin,  impervious  coating 
which  resists  corrosion.  After 
the  container  is  empty,  the  coat¬ 
ing  can  be  cracked  open,  and  the 
water-soluble  superstructure  dis¬ 
olved. 

But  technology  is  not  going  to 
rescue  us  from  the  crisis  of  ex¬ 
cessive  solid  wastes  —  of  which 
packaging  is  a  distinct  part.  For 
while  technological  innovation  is 
increasing,  raw  materials  keep 
disappearing.  Luckily,  the  idea 
that  you  can  be  owned  by  your 
possessions  is  becoming  more 
and  more  obvious  to  people,  and 
some  of  us  have  started  to  move 
from  this  “curse  of  possessions.” 

The  most  visible  ray  of  hope 
in  this  decade  is  that  people  in 
ever  increasing  numbers  are  de¬ 
manding  that  we  assess  the 
quality  of  our  lives  rather  than 
the  quantity  —  and  gear  our 
economic  and  social  forms  to  it; 
if  that  means  the  GNP  has  to 
slow  down  and  decrease  to  make 
life  more  livable,  they’re  willing 
to  let  the  chiDS  fall  where  t.hev 


may. 

Sometimes  it  seems  like  we  are 
fast  being  buried  in  society’s 
garbage  and  we  want  out  —  that’s 
the  bag  we’re  in. 

—  Alternative  Features  Service 


Reparations:  A  Constuctive 
Alternative 

While  massive  bombing  raids 
continue  over  North  Vietnam 
and  demonstrations  at  home  fail 
to  halt  them,  a  new  Berkeley- 
based  group  is  “trying  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  constructive  alternative  to 
demonstrations.  ” 

The  American  Reparations 
Committee  (ARC)  is  collecting 
money  to  send  to  North  Vietnam 
via  Paris,  to  rebuild  civilian  facili¬ 
ties  levelled  by  American  bombs. 
Business  firms  and  individuals 
are  being  asked  to  contribute  a 
day’s  pay  or  a  day’s  receipts  and 
to  ask  their  churches,  unions, 
clubs  and  professional  associa¬ 
tions  to  do  the  same.  The  first 
cash  donation  has  already  been 
sent  overseas  via  the  North  Viet¬ 
namese  delegation  in  Paris,  to 
prevent  its  being  impounded  by 
the  U.S.  government. 

ARC  members  and  organizers 
stress  that  this  is  not,  like  the 
Quakers’  aid  program,  merely  a 
medical-assistance  plan,  but  a 
bona  fide  effort  at  showing  the 
desire  of  Americans  to  begin  re¬ 
building  a  country  tom  by  years 
of  war  in  their  name. 

Congressman  Ron  Dellums 
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heads  the  list  of  endorsers  of  the 
committee.  “At  one  dollar  for 
every  pound  of  bombs  dropped, 
we’d  need  to  raise  $25  billion,” 
committee  members  say.  The 
first  money  collected  has  been 
earmarked  for  the  restoration  of 
Thanh  Hoa  Hospital  in  Hanoi, 
bombed  by  U.S.  planes  Dec.  26, 

1971,  and  again  on  April  26, 

1972. 

Ying  Kelley,  Berkeley  activist 
speaking  as  an  Asian,  told  the 
Berkeley  City  Council  that  one 
main  reason  for  handing  the 
reparations  over  to  the  Vietnam¬ 
ese  in  the  form  of  cash,  not 
programs  administered  by  Ameri¬ 
can  relief  agencies,  is  to  show  an 
end  to  paternalistic  treatment  of 
Asians  by  Americans.  “Asians 
are  adults,”  she  said.  “They 
know  far  better  than  we  what 
damage  we  do  and  what  must  be 
repaired.” 

Furthermore,  Americans  are 
moral  people  and  do  not  support 
the  genocidal  policies  of  the  Nix¬ 
on  administration,  Kelley  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  ARC  is  calling  on  groups 
and  individuals  nation-wide  to 
contribute.  Donations  may  be 
sent  to  the  American  Reparations 
Committee,  1708-B  Grove  Street, 
Berkeley,  Cal.  94709. 


HEALING  IN  THE  TESTUBE 
by  Saul-Paul  Sirag 

Is  there  some  physically 
measurable  difference  between 
people  who  have  mysterious 
powers  of  healing  and  those  who 
don’t? 

Sister  Justa  Smith  of  Rosary 
Hill  College,  Buffalo,  New  York, 
presented  an  affirmative  answer 
at  a  conference  on  psychi  healing 
sponsored  by  the  Association  for 
Humanist  Psychology  in  San 
Francisco  recently. 

Sister  Justa,  a  Franciscan  nun 
who,  as  she  says,  has  “kicked  the 
habit,”  is  first  and  foremost  a 
biochemist.  (Ph.  D.,  St.  Thomas 
Institute  for  Advanced  Studies, 
Cincinnati;  post  doctoral  work, 
U.C.  Berkeley.) 

She  did  her  Ph.D.  work  on  the 
effect  of  a  strong  magnetic  field 
on  the  activity  of  trypsin,  one  of 
the  enzymes  produced  by  the 
pancreas  to  break  down  proteins. 
She  took  crystalline  “off  the 
shelf”  trypsin,  put  it  in  water  in 
a  test  tube,  and  subjected  it  to  a 
strong  magnetic  field.  At  15 
minute  intervals  over  a  period  of 
two  hours,  she  removed  equal 
portions  of  the  trypsin  solution 
and  tested  its  activity  in  breaking 
down  a  protein. 

She  found  that  in  the  presence 
of  a  strong  magnetic  field  the 
activity  of  the  enzyme  increased 
steadily.  Without  the  magnetic 
field  such  activity  was  unchanged. 

Meanwhile,  at  McGill  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dr.  Bernard  Grad  had  tested 
the  effect  of  the  healer,  Oskar 
Estabany,  on  the  growth  of 
>  plants.  Estabany  held  sealed 
flasks  of  salt  water  in  his  hands 
for  a  period  of  time,  and  barley 
seeds  watered  with  this  “treated” 
water  had  outgrown  barley  seeds 
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watered  with  ordinary  salt  water. 
Also,  similar  flasks  of  salt  water 
held  by  depressed  psychiatric 
patients  retarded  the  growth  of 
barley  seeds. 

Grad  introduced  Estabany  to 
Sister  Justa,  who  decided  to  see 
if  he  had  any  effect  on  trypsin, 
since  she  was  familiar  with  the 
effect  of  magnetism  on  trypsin 
and  since  healers  and  their 
patients  sometimes  talk  about 
feeling  magnetic  forces. 

Sure  enough  when  Estabany 
held  flasks  of  trypsin  in  his  hands 
for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  and 
equal  portions  of  solution  were 
removed  every  15  minutes,  its 
activity  was  seen  to  increase  a- 
long  a  curve  similar  to  the 
activity  curve  produced  by  the 
effects  of  the  strong  magnetic 
field.  However,  when  Smith  tried 
to  measure  a  magnetic  field  be¬ 
tween  Estabany’s  hands,  there 
was  no  measurable  field. 

(Of  course,  there  is  in  every¬ 
one  a  very  small  magnetic  field 
associated  with  the  very  slight 
electric  currents  of  the  nerves, 
but  she  was  trying  to  measure  a 
much  stronger  magnetic  field 
such  as  the  one  she  had  used  to 
produce  the  activity  curve  in  the 
trypsin.) 

Sister  Justa  went  on  to  check 
other  reputed  healers’  effects  on 
the  other  enzymes.  She  tested 
three  healers  with  three  enzymes. 
All  three  of  the  healers  increased 
the  activity  of  trypsin.  However 
all  three  decreased  the  activity  of 
NADP,  nicotinamide  adenine  di¬ 
nucleotide  phosphate.  (The  ni¬ 
cotinamide  part  of  this  molecule 
is  also  called  niacin,  a  B  vitamin.) 

Smith  was  interested  in  this 
coenzyme  because  it  figures  large¬ 
ly  in  the  energy  cycles  of  the 
body:  NADP  is  needed  to  release 
the  energy  stored  in  ATP  (adeno¬ 
sine  tri-phosphate).  She  thought 
that  the  great  energy  flows  that 
healers  speak  of  might  be  correlat¬ 
ed  with  an  increase  in  NADP 
activity. 

She  does  not  know  what  to 
make  of  the  consistent  decrease 
in  NADP  activity  effected  by 
the  three  healers.  Physiologists 
suggested  to  her  that  too  much 
NADP  activity  would  be  dis- 
advantegous  and  even  danger¬ 
ous. 

(It  may  be  of  some  interest 
that  in  psychiatric  circles,  nico¬ 
tinamide  is  thought  of  as  a  natur¬ 
al  tranquilizer.  It  is  widely  used 
to  treat  schizophrenia  and  many 
bad  LSD  trips  have  been  safely 
aborted  by  massive  doses  of  a- 
bout  three  grams  of  nicotinamide. 
So  a  decrease  in  NADP  activity 
may  be  correlated  with  an  in¬ 
crease  in  psychic  activity.) 

The  third  enzyme  tested,  amy¬ 
lase,  breaks  down  starches.  Smith 
took  this  enzyme  from  the  heal¬ 
er’s  own  blood,  but  in  this  case 
there  were  slight  up-and-down 
effects,  and  she  decided  that  the 
amylase  was  not  sufficiently 
purified  to  give  conclusive  re¬ 
sults. 

These  tests  were  all  done  with 
double-blind  controls  —  that  is, 
the  activities  of  the  enzymes 
were  tested  by  technicians  who 
didn’t  know  which  enzymes 
they  were  testing,  nor  did  the 
technicians  giving  the  healers  the 
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A  Conversation 
Between 
Angela  and 
Lee  Otis 

I’m  not  going  to  say  I’m  going  to  get  out  because  I  don’t  want  to 
have  that  hope.  I  got  30  years,  and  I’ll  do  what  I  can  about  it,  but  if 
I  have  to  do  it,  I’ll  do  it.  And  I’ll  come  out  and  the  next  time  I  come 
through  I  hope  I’ll  have  a  little  more  help  than  I  had  this  time.  I’m 
going  to  fight  this  situation  until  I  get  out  or  until  the  last  breath  of 
life  leaves  me. 

Lee  Otis  Johnson,  Oct.  II,  I960 

Three  years  later,  on  June  2,  1972,  Lee  Otis  Johnson  walked  out 
of  Huntsville  free  on  $10,000  bond  after  having  spent  four  years  of 
his  life  behind  bars  for  giving  a  number  to  an  undercover  agent.  Two 
days  later,  on  June  4,  Angela  Davis  was  acquitted  in  California  of 
murder,  kidnap  and  conspiracy  in  the  “Marin  County  shoot-out” 
after  having  spent  two  years  of  her  life  behind  bars. 

Lee  Otis  and  Angela,  former  political  prisoners,  were  scheduled  to 
appear  June  8  at  a  victory  celebration  at  the  Austin  headquarters  of 
the  Community  United  Front  (CUF).  Angela  was  unable  to  attend 
due  to  prior  committments  in  California.  CUF,  in  conjunction  with 
radio  station  KUT,  placed  a  call  to  California;  Angela  and  Lee  Otis 
talked  together  and  then  Angela  addressed  the  large  crowd  gathered 
at  the  headquarters.  What  follows  is  a  partial  transcript  of  the  conver¬ 
sation  between  Lee  Otis  and  Angela  and  KUT.  It  is  printed  here  for 
the  first  time  anywhere. 


*  *  *  * 


Lee  Otis:  Hello,  sister. 

Angela:  Hello,  brother,  it’s  really  great  to  hear  you  got  out. 

Lee  Otis:  My  case  and  your  case  were  on  the  same  pages  in  the 
newspapers.  They’ve  hooked  them  up  trying  to  show  the  people  that 
there’s  some  kind  of  justice  in  this  country,  but  there’s  no  justice 
until  we  are  all  free. 

Angela:  Two  sweet  victories  in  a  row.  Right  on! 

Lee  Otis:  Mine  was  just  the  first.  We’re  going  right  back  in  and 
try  to  bring  some  more  out. 

Angela:  I  really  wanted  to  be  there  (Austin)  Lee  Otis.  I  really  did. 
But  there  were  things  here  that  were  left  undone.  There  were  a  lot  of 
sisters  and  brothers  who  struggled  behind  me  and  did  a  lot  of  work 
to  make  the  victory  possible  and  I  feel  I  had  a  certain  responsibility 
to  the  sisters  and  brothers  here.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  my  respon¬ 
sibility  to  you  and  my  rejoicing  in  your  victory  is  any  less  than  my 
own  case. 

During  the  whole  time  I  was  in  jail  I  thought  of  you.  Whenever  I 
was  asked  to  speak  about  my  own  case  i  couldn't  separate  it  from 
your  case  and  those  of  all  of  our  sisters  a  d  or  ;thers,  some  of  whom 
have  had  victories  already  and  some  of  whom  are  still  behind  the 
walls. 

We  have  to  see  that  this  is  a  struggle  that  encompasses  all  of  us.  We 
all  have  to  be  free  and  none  of  us  wiH  rffitj-ly  be  free  until  all  of  us  are 
on  this  side  of  the  walls.  We  are  really  struggling  for  the  ultimate 
liberation  of  our  people.  .  ^ 

Lee  Otis:  I’m  establishing  something  here  in  Texas.  It’s  a  program 
where  we’re  going  back  into  the  penitentiary,  we’re  going  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  the  situation  in  the  prisons. 

My  defense  committee  wanted  to  disperse  after  I  got  out,  but  I 
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Angela  Davis. 

m  it  doesn’t  have  to  be  the  Lee  Otis  Committee.  We’re  going 
about  political  prisoners.  They  said,  what  other  political 
s  are  there?  I  told  them  all  prisoners  are  political  prisoners 
the  concept,  the  ideology,  the  politics  of  this  country  make 
necessary  thing.  In  order  for  a  capitalistic  system  to  exist 
>  to  be  crime  in  order  to  have  police  forces. 

®;  My  feeling  and  the  feeling  of  all  the  brothers  and  sisters 
been  working  on  the  defense  committee  here  is  exactly  the 
st  because  there’s  one  victory  doesn’t  mean  we  can  dispense 
lantle  the  operation  and  stop  fighting. 

ere  we  still  have  Ruchell’s  case,  the  San  Quentin  6.  Fleeta 
was  acquitted  with  John  Cluchette  just  before  the  beginning 
ial,  but  he’s  still  charged  with  counts  that  stem  from  Aug.  21 
eorge  was  killed.  And  there  are  a  lot  of  other  brothers 
th  him  who  we  have  to  struggle  around.  There’s  Billy  Dean 
re  black  GI  who  is  charged  with  murdering  the  officer  in 
Then  all  the  nameless  brothers  and  sisters  who  we  don’t 
3  really  have  to  get  something  going  nationally. 
f  without  all  the  work  you  and  your  brothers  and  sisters  in 
te  done,  I’d  never  be  free.  So  I  feel  a  tremendous  responsibil- 
e  brothers  and  sisters  who’ve  been  involved  in  the  struggle 
le.  I  now  have  to  align  myself  in  the  struggle  to  free  all  our 
ind  sisters  who  are  political  prisoners. 

What  are  your  feelings  about  prison?  What  was  it  like  to  be 
1  prisoner? 

•'  1  think  the  most  important  thing  that  every  prisoner  has 


LNS 

to  come  to  grips  with  is  that  tremendous  apparatus  that  is  set  up  to 
break  your  will  to  be  a  human  being,  to  be  a  woman,  to  be  a  man,  to 
stand  up. 

It’s  always  a  struggle,  a  constant  struggle.  So  what  we  have  to  do 
now  is  to  let  our  sisters  and  brothers  inside  the  walls  know  that 
there  are  many,  many  people  who  are  concerned  and  we  will  struggle 
behind  them. 

That’s  the  thing  that  gave  me  the  courage,  the  strength  and  the 
perseverance  to  bear  this  whole  thing  out  to  the  end,  knowing  that 
there  were  so  many  sisters  and  brothers  on  the  outside  who  were  be¬ 
hind  me  and  knowing  that  with  this  movement  I  could  not  allow  my¬ 
self  to  be  broken  because  I  would  be  failing  in  my  responsibility  to 
my  sisters  and  brothers.  So  I  had  to  be  strong,  I  had  to  make  do. 

We  have  to  make  all  our  brothers  and  sisters  on  the  inside  feel  this 

same  way  so  that  ultimately  we  can  talk  about  a  victory  for  all 
people.  J 

KPFT  :  FM  90 

Monday  June  19,  8  -  10  pin 

A  very  special  program! 

Lee  Otis  Johnson,  Frances  Jalet  Cruz,  and 
Fred  Cruz:  “In  and  Out  of  Texas  Prisons” 
on  Abbie  Lipschutz  “Balding  Longhair” 

Program:  Monday  June  19,  8-10  pm. 
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SINGAPORE  (DNSI)  -  The 
use  of  “electronic  battlefield” 
technology  has  been  one  of  the 
most  touted  features  of  Ameri¬ 
can  military  involvement  in  Indo¬ 
china.  Opponents  and  advocates 
of  the  war  have  expressed  oppos¬ 
ing  viewpoints  on  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  such  strategy. 

But  rarely  has  it  been  ad¬ 
mitted  by  either  side  that  some 
of  this  electronic  gadgetry  is  de¬ 
fective  and  unworkable.  Nor  is 
the  fact  recorded  that  the  people 
who  actually  use  the  equipment 
have  little  faith  in  it  at  all. 

One  of  the  most  notable  elect¬ 
ronic  blunders  is  the  RF4C  re¬ 
connaissance  jet,  now  our  prin¬ 
cipal  day  recor.nassance  aircraft 
in  Southeast  Asia.  On  the  RF  4C  , 
three  sensing  devices  are  used: 
cameras,  infrared  cameras  and 
side-looking  radar.  None  of  these 
sensing  devices  does  its  job 
Properly. 

The  camera  system  used  in  the 
aircraft  was  designed  to  be  used 
for  night  reconnaissance,  at  low 
altitudes.  The  quality  of  the 
imagery,  while  good  for  night 
work,  is  not  good  enough  for  day 
reconnaissance. 

The  infrared  in  the  RF4C  is 
called  the  RS7.  It  is  of  no  value 
unless  the  aircraft  is  below  2,000 
feet.  At  night  this  altitude  is 
very  dangerous  and  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  maintain. 

The  other  system  used  on  the 
RF4C  is  called  the  ANAPQ  102. 
This  is  the  side-looking  radar,  for 
use  in  detecting  trucks  and  in¬ 
dicating  traffic  direction.  This  set 
often  records  images  no  less  than 
50  feet  square  as  objects  of  only 
three  feet  square.  This  piece  of 
equipment  was  considered  so 
poor  by  the  photo  interpreters 
and  the  pilots  that  on  most 
missions  it  was  never  used. 

Each  ANAPQ102  set  cost 
$500,000.  If  one  considers  four 
squadrons  of  RF4Cs  with  28  air¬ 
craft  in  each,  one  begins  to  sense 
the  cost  of  a  boondoggle. 

The  RT28,  or  “Moby  Dick,” 
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enzymes  to  hold  know  which 
enzymes  were  which.  Each  was 
coded  in  symbols  until  the 
experiment  was  over,  in  order  to 
rule  out  subtle  cueing  or  even 
telepathy  as  an  explanation. 

Sister  Justa  also  had  Estabany 
try  his  healing  activity  on  trypsin 
samples  whose  activity  had  been 
reduced  considerably  by  ex¬ 
posure  to  ultraviolet  light.  Esta¬ 
bany  was  able  to  increase  the 
activity  of  this  damage  trypsin, 
and  the  curve  of  this  increase 
was  similar  to  the  curves  of  the 
increase  of  ordinary  trypsin,  al¬ 
though  in  the  time  that  this 
experiment  went  on,  the  level 
was  not  raised  to  quite  the  level 
of  normal  trypsin. 

Sister  Justa  thought  that  if  the 
experiment  were  carried  on  long¬ 
er  it  might  reach  this  level,  and 
this  would  be  most  interesting. 
Yes,  it  would. 
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a  pre-world  War  II  propeller 
driven  trainer,  equipped  with 
very  capable  cameras,  costs  one- 
twentieth  of  one  RF4C.  These 
aircraft  are  now  never  used  be¬ 
cause  they  are  not  jets.  They 
were  once  used  by  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  Air  Force  personnel  and 
the  CIA. 

The  United  States  Air  Force 
has  become  so  technologically 
oriented  (due  largely  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Strategic  Air 
Command)  that  technology  has 
become  the  main  criterion  for 
all  reconnaissance  systems.  It  has 
come  to  mean  more  that  equip¬ 
ment  be  new  and  sophisticated 
than  that  it  actually  works. 

Elaborate  efforts  have  been 
made  by  civilian  teams  to  prove 
that  the  equipment  did  work; 
the  most  notable  of  these  at- 
tempts  was  Project  Black  Eagle, 
later  called  Compass  Eagle,  a 
project  based  out  of  Tan  Son 
Nhut  air  base  near  Saigon  during 
1965-66. 

Twenty  civilian  technical  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  Rome  Air 
Development  Center  in  upstate 
New  York  were  assigned  the  task 
of  battle  testing  RS10  infrared 
“real  time”  target  indicators^ 
They  performed  their  tests  by 
having  an  RB57  aircraft  make 
mock  runs  along  the  Bien  Hoa 
highway,  Vietnam’s  only  express-' 
way.  The  expressway  is  one  not 
much  different  from  those  in  the 
United  States. 

In  a  year  and  a  half,  at  a  cost 
of  two  million  dollars,  these  tests 
accomplished  nothing  of  value. 
They  did  convince  the  Air  F orce, 
hosever,  that  more  money  and 
more  research  were  required  for 
more  advanced  systems. 

The  Air  Force,  however,  is  not 
the  only  branch  of  the  U.S. 
Armed  Services  whose  electronic 
gadgetry  does  not  work.  The 
Army  has  OVIOs  with  side-look¬ 
ing  radar  that  does  not  work. 
The  Navy  has  RF4Cs  with  dis- 
functional  side-looking  radar. 
It’s  just  that  the  Air  Force  has 
twice  as  much  of  everything  that 
does  not  work  effectively.  There 
is  one  obvious  reason  so  much  of 
this  equipment  fails:  it  is  de¬ 
signed  to  fight  a  conventional 
enemy,  one  that  moves  in  large 
tanks  and  in  motorized  forma¬ 
tions,  and  who  also  possesses  a 
large  air  force.  He  is  not  an 
Indochinese  revolutionary.  Yet 
that  is  who  the  United  States  is 
facing  in  Indochina. 

The  question  remains:  If  we 
have  successfully  electrofied  the 
battlefield,  why  are  the  North 
Vietnamese  on  the  offensive? 
And  how  did  the  tanks  get 
through  the  electronic  network 
undetected? 

Mr.  Brown,  a  captain  in  the  Air 
Force  Reserve,  was  chief  of  all 
Air  Force  night  photo  intellig¬ 
ence  in  North  Vietnam  and  Laos 
from  December  1965  until  Dec¬ 
ember  1966,  and  senior  Air 
Force  photo  intelligence  officer 
attached  to  the  American  Env- 
bassy  in  Vientiane,  Laos,  from 
December  1966  through  Septem¬ 
ber  1968.  Mr.  Brown ,  30,  a 
native  of  Chicago,  is  now  a 
management  consultant  in  South¬ 
east  Asia. 

More  News  on  12 


Beware!  The  Blob.  The  blob  re- 


SPACED! 


Issaac  Hayes  —  The  black  moses  as 
he  promotional  people  concieve  of 
him.  Gave  us  the  music  to  “Shaft”. 
Allelvia.  June  16,  8:30,  Hofheinz 


turns  and  he’s  (?)  bigger  and  ickier 
than  ever  in  this  one.  Performances  (?) 
by  Shelley  Berman,  Carol  Lynley,  and 
Godfrey  Cambridge.  The  blob  is,  of 
course,  all  over  town.  PG. 

The  Biscuit  Eater.  A  Disney  film 
about  a  boy  and  his  dog.  Godfrey  Cam¬ 
bridge  is  also  in  this  one,  which  just 
goes  to  show  you  that  yes,  he  is  a  com¬ 
edian.  Multi’s.  G. 

Buck  and  the  Preacher.  With  Harry 
Belafonte  and  Sidney  Poiter-a  hack’s 
idea  of  “inspired”  casting.  They’re  a- 
like  as  two  Oreo’s  in  a  box.  At  the 
Park  I  and  elsewhere.  PG. 

Cabaret.  A  great,  great  movie.  In¬ 
telligent  and  careful  on  the  outside, 
the  Good  Taste  doesn’t  cancel  the  raw, 
nerve-racking  core-Liza  Minnelli  in  the 
performance  of  her  life.  Also  features 
Joel  Grey  as  the  malignant  M.C.  in  a 
tacky  Berlin  cabaret,  just  prior  to  the 
rise  of  Hitler.  Do  not  miss.  Windsor, 
reserved,  622-2650.  PG,  and  not  for 
the  kiddies. 

Chato’s  Land.  A  cipher 

as  far  as  this  department  is  concerned 
and  probably  best  left  that  way.  With 
Charles  Bronson  and  Jack  Palance, 
under  the  guiding  hand  of  director 
Michael  Winner,  this  week’s  (again) 
nominee  for  Movie  Scourge.  Memor¬ 
ial  (465-5258)  and  Loew’s  State 
(222-2040),  and  around. 

Confessions  of  a  Police  Captain. 
Martin  Balsam  in  a  morality  play  which 
will  no  doubt  be  reminiscent  of 
Investigation  of  a  Citizen  Above 
Suspicion.  A  Iso  with  Franco 
(  Camelot !  )  Nero.  Alabama  (522- 
5176)  and  suburb  multi’s.  PG. 

Dr.  Jekyll  and  Sister  Hyde.  See 
them  change  right  fo  your  eyes.  But 
into  what?  Better  the  blob.  Consult 
your  local  daily;  this  one  may  not 
last.  PG. 

Fiddler  on  the  Roof.  Won’t  some¬ 
body  help  him?  Tower,  523-7301, 
Reserved.  G. 

The  French  Connection.  Is  not  a 

skin  flick.  It’s  a  thriller  with  (as  if  you 
haven’t  heard)  a  very  good  performance 
by  Gene  Hackman,  a  great  car  chase 
that  leaves  you  asking  why,  and  a  ter¬ 
rific  sound  track.  Shamrock.  R. 

Fritz  the  Cat.  The  first  X-rated 
animated  feature,  and  Walt  Disney  will 
turn  over  in  his  grave  if  he’s  really  dead. 
Park  II  and  HI  (522-5632),  Bellaire 
(664-0182).  X. 

The  Garden  of  the  Finzi-Contini. 
Vittorio  de  Sica’s  finest  film  in  many 
years,  the  story  of  an  aristocratic  family 
of  Jews  whose  world  pauses,  then  stops, 
under  pressure  from  Mussolini  anti- 
Semitic  laws.  A  sturdy,  sensitive  tra¬ 
gedy,  very  personal-and  a  must-see 
for  everyone.  Features  the  great  Dom¬ 
inique  Sanda.  Village,  528-2384.  R 
(but  for  no  good  reason). 

The  Godfather.  E  verything  you’ve 
heard  and  more.  Intelligent  and  un¬ 
patronizing,  it  still  has  the  raw  energy 
that  only  American  films  seem  able  to 
capture.  Brando  is  magnificent.  A1 
Pacino  even  better.  Francis  Ford 
Coppola  directed.  All  four  cinemas. 
Weeknights  are  better;  high  prices,  blit 
worth  it.  R. 

Tile  Hospital.  Fun  trash.  Still  a- 
round,  and  George  C.  Scott  is  still 
chewing  through  the  dialogue  and 
spitting  it  out.  (He  certainly  can’t 
swallow  this  film’s).  PG. 


Is  There  Sex  After  Death?  Buck 
Henry,  Marshal  Efron,  Robert  Downey, 
Holly  Woodlawn,  and  some  very  verisi- 
militudinous  interviewees  make  this  a 
hilarious,  brave,  highly  disrespectful 
movie  about  that  subject  nearest  and 
dearest  to  many  of  us— love  with  a 
Great  Dane.  Shamrock  (666-1546).  X. 

The  Last  Picture  Show.  Probably 
the  finest  American  film  of  1971,  so 
see  it.  Peter  Bogdanovich  directed  an 
exceptionally  able  cast,  including  Ellen 
Burstyn,  Ben  Johnson  and  Cloris 
Leachman.  Delman,  529-1257.  R. 

Malcolm  X.  Semi-documentary 

based  on  the  Autobiography.  Nar¬ 
rated  by  James  Earl  Jones  (the  bomba- 
dier  in  Strangelove,  if  anyone  cares). 
Loew’s  (222-2040)  and  Shepherd  (695- 
7163).  PG. 

Mary,  Queen  of  Scots.  Last  month 
for  Redgrave  and  Jackson  (the  world’s 
ugliest  queens).  Gaylynn  Terrace,  re¬ 
served,  771-1261.  PG. 

Minnie  and  Moskowitz.  John 

Cassavetes’  latest  film,  a  romance  of 
sorts  between  Gena  Rowlands  and 
Seymour  Cassel.  Well-played  and  oc- 
casionally  charming-still,  a  little  Hon¬ 
est,  unless  you  really  go  for  Cassa¬ 
vetes’  style  of  melodrama-with-warts. 
Alabama,  522-1546. 

Nicholas  and  Alexandra.  Not  a  fun 
couple;  visit  Minnie  and  Moskowitz  in¬ 
stead.  Gaylynn,  771-1261.  Reserved. 

PG. 

Oh!  Calcutta!  A  filmed  version  ot 
the  nude  revusical  still  playing  in  New 
York,  Two  show  daily.  June  6-8. 

Park  H  and  HI;  Bellaire  and  Memorial. 
High  prices.  X. 

Hay  It  Again,  Sam.  Woody  Allen 
may  not  be  the  funniest  man  alive,  but 
there  are  times  in  these  laughless  days 
when  he  seems  it.  The  film  version  of 
his  Broadway  comedy.  Much  more 
consistent  than  his  previous  films,  if 
less  zany.  Galleria,  626-4011.  PG. 

Putney  Swope.  Midnight  series 
at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  down¬ 
town.  Tickets  only  $1.25.  This  film 
shows  tonight,  June  15  only.  On 
June  22  the  feature  will  be  Casa 
Blanca. 

Red  Sun.  Toshiro  Mifune  out  West, 
with  Alain  Delon,  Charles  Bronson,  and 
Ursula  Actress.  The  previews  look  ex¬ 
citing,  and  Toshiro  Mifune  is  enough  to 
make  almost  any  movie  worth  seeing. 
Majestic  and  outdoors,  mostly.  PG. 

Skyjacked!  BFD.  Everywhere.  PG. 

Stanley.  Move  over,  Willard.  Creep¬ 
ing  around  town.  PG. 

Suburban  Wives.  Just  move  over. 
Sleeping  around  town.  And  in  River 
Oaks.  R. 

What’s  Up,  Doc?  Funny  while  it 
lasts,  but  you  walk  away  with  a  taste 
of  carrot  in  your  mouth.  Peter  Bogdan¬ 
ovich  directs  Barbra  Streisand  (fair)  and 
Ryan  O’Neal  (awful)  and  a  fine  crowd 
of  bit  players.  T&C  Six,  high  prices.  G. 

Wild  Bunch.  A  precursor  of  Straw 
Dogs.  Peckinpah  at  his  most  brutal 
and  gory  and  violent-and  stupid.  No 
plot,  no  character,  no  nothin’.  But  it’s 
on  with  ... 


Woodstock.  A  fine  documentary 
of  anything,  made  especially  appeal¬ 
ing  by  virtue  of  everybody  in  the  film 
except  John  Sebastian.  Shamrock.  R? 


Calamity  on  the  Campus  o  r  “The 
Pot  at  the  End  of  the  Rainbow.”  Opens 
at  Theater  Suburbia  on  June  16. 


Ray  Charles  Back  again.  June  18, 
8:30pm,  Jones  Hall.  What  is  there  to 
say? 

The  Osmond  Brothers  —  July  8, 
7:30pm,  Hofheinz  Pavilion.  Something 
to  keep  your  kid  sister  off  the  street, 
if  you  want  her  off  the  street. 


Child’s  Play.  N  ew  production  of 
the  Broadway  sucess  of  a  season  or 
two  ago.  Dark  Mondays.  The  Alley 
Theater,  228-8421. 


Doom,  Destruction,  White 
Lightning.  N  ew  short  plays  at  this 
fine  local  theater.  Not  recommended 
for  children.  9pm,  Fridays  and  Sat¬ 
urdays.  Playwright’s  Showcase,  524- 
3126. 

Sir  Jack!  R  esident  of  Oklahoma! 
and  friend  of  Dolly!,  we  have  no  doubt. 
World  premiere  engagement  of  this 
musical  setting  of  the  Falstaff  cycle. 
August  24  thru  Sept  2,  at  Theater 
Under  the  Stars  summer  season  in 
Miller  Theater.  ( !) 

Skulduggery  in  the  Sky  o  r  “The 
Gone  Patrol.”  9pm,  Tliurs— Sat.  Tree- 
house  Cabaret  Theater,  5900  Bisson- 
net.  For  reservations  phone  774-8351 
after  5pm.  All  seats  $2. 

South  Pacific.  Miscegenation, 
dandruff  and  other  pressing  problems 
of  the  day.  July  20-29.  Miller  Theater. 

Thieves’  Carnival.  Jean  Anouih’s 
comedy,  with  some  music.  8 :30pm, 
Fridays  and  Saturdays;  7:30pm,  Sun. 
Country  Playhouse,  467-4497. 

The  Yellow  Brick  Road.  As  we 
all  know  it,  we  don’t  want  to.  Three 
shows  every  Saturday.  Alley  Theater, 
228-8421. 


Mlimsfi® 


Sandee’s 

South  Park  an  d  OST 
Leatherwood,  Friday  and  Sat.  50 
cents  cover,  beer,  wine,  pool,  Sandee. 

Miss  Irenes 

Studmont,  between  Washington  and 
Allen  Parkway.  Rocky  Hill,  Thursday 
thru  Sunday;  Rocky  has  Houston’s 
most  exciting  band ;  no  cover,  beer 
and  wine. 

Liberty  Hall 

1610  Chenevert 

COLD  BLOOD  and  the  Sparks  Bros. 
June  16, 17,  &  18.  Fri  &  Sat  shows 
are  at  8pm  and  11pm.  Sun.  show  is 
at  9pm.  Tickets  are  $2.50 


Houston  Symphony  —  June  15, 
Miller  Theatre,  8:15pm.  A.  Clyde 
Roller  conducting  with  guest  violinist 
Walter  Verdehr.  Free. 

June  18,  Miller  Theatre,  Gayle 
Martin,  pianist.  Free. 

June  20,  Miller  Theatre,  Dona  Lee 
Cherry,  violinist.  Free. 

June  22,  Miller  Theatre,  Jean 
Preston,  soprano.  Free. 

William  Whitehead  —  Organ 
recital  June  16,  8pm  at  St.  Thomas 
Epicscopal  Church,  4900  Jackwood 
in  Meyerland. 


Contemporary  Arts  Museum 

3147  Montrose.  526-3129. 

TEN.  See  the  artifacts  of  a  dying  cul¬ 
ture.  Rub  your  nose  in  nullity.  Learn 
how  a  few  clever  incompetents  are 
passing  themselves  off  as  artists  onto 
a  public  too  browbeaten  or  apathetic 
to  laugh  them  out  of  existence. 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts 

1001  Bissonnet.  526-1361. 

SALUTE  TO  THE  C.A.M.  Contempor¬ 
ary  art  from  the  Museum’s  permanent 
collection.  Cullinan  HalL 
RODIN.  Sculptures  and  graphics  from 
the  overwrought  M.  Rodin.  Cullinan 
Hall. 

JASPER  JOHNS.  Lithographs  by  the 
man  who  did  a  lot  more  than  almost 
anyone  —  to  define  the  Sixties.  Jones 
Gallery. 

Rice  University 
Institute  for  the  Arts 
University  at  Stockton.  528-4141, 
ext.  246. 

JOE  OVERSTREET.  A  one-man  show 
including  19  canvasses  and  watercolors. 
Thru  July. 

Galleries 

ADEPT  GALLERY.  Luther  G.  Walker 
in  a  one-man  show  of  paintings,  poetry, 
and  prose.  6-9,  weekdays;  l-5pm,  Sun¬ 
days.  1317  Binz. 

ARTIST  OUTLET  COMMUNITY 
CENTER.  Local  black  artists  on  the 
black  life-style.  Most  media.  9-5pm, 
Mon-Sat.  2603  Blodgett. 

BLACK  ARTS  FESTIVAL.  “In  the 
Beginning. . .  Blackness.”  First  show¬ 
ing  of  local  black  artists  in  the  renovat¬ 
ed  Deluxe  Theater.  3303  Lyons. 
CONTRACT  GRAPHICS.  Paintings 
by  Rob  Yuikas.  5116  Momingside, 
CRAWFORD  GALLERY.  Landscapes 
and  still  lifes  by  Rodde  and  Savin. 
Sculptures  by  Choate.  10am-5pm, 
Tues-Sat.,  1100  Bissonnet. 

DUBOSE  GALLERY.  Acrylics  by 
Lamar  Briggs.  2950  Kirby,  526-2353. 
FERNDALE  POTTERY.  Handmade 
stoneware  and  bronze.  9am-5pm, 
Mon-Sat.  2902  Ferndale,  528-2796. 
FRAME  FORUM.  Prints,  odds  and 
ends.  Also  inexpensive  framing  services 
by  local  artists.  1405  Waugh  Dr. 

GOOD  EARTH  GALLERY.  A  great 
new  gallery  featuring  Houston  artists. 
The  price  is  right.  Hours  are  llam-3pm 
and  7-10pm  daily.  508  Louisiana. 
HOOKS-EPSTEIN  GALLERY.  Con¬ 
temporary  graphics  by  various  artists. 
1200  Bissonnet,  529-2343. 

KIKO  GALLERIES.  Paintings,  draw¬ 
ings,  sculpture,  etchings  and  litho¬ 
graphs  by  Le  Corbusier,  410  Lovett, 
522-3722. 

LATENT  IMAGE.  Old  and  new  photo¬ 
graphs  of  Houston.  A  feast  for  the  eye. 
1122  Bissonnet,  529-2343. 

MATRIX.  Featuring  five  photographers 
offering  a  “hodge-podge”  of  styles. 
Fairview  at  Taft. 

LONG  AND  COMPANY.  Paintings  by 
Marc  Moldawer.  1212  San  Felipe, 
621-7362. 
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Sundance,  Space  City! 
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Paintings  &  Plastics  cont.  from  11 

PARKE- BERNET.  Movie  props  from 
Warner  Bros,  and  Columbia  Studios. 
Galleria  Upper  Level,  623-0010. 
ROBINSON  GALLERIES.  “Olympic 
Art  1972.”  Famed  international 
artists  and  their  concept  of  the 
Olympic  games.  3220  Louisiana, 
528-7674. 


short 

take 


Mother’s  Midnight  Media  Mix. 

Presented  by  KIOI  radio  and 
Channel  26,  broadcasting  sim¬ 
ultaneously,  Saturday,  June  10, 
12  p.m. 

The  premise  of  this  show  is  an 
exciting  one  indeed,  especially 
for  the  freak  who  finds  it  hard 
to  motivate  late  at  night.  For 
several  Saturday  nights  to  come, 
he  will  be  able  to  simply  flip  on 
the  tube  and  the  stereo  (assum¬ 
ing  this  freak  is  somewhat  afflu¬ 
ent)  and  dig  a  live  gig  via  the  air. 
You’ve  then  got  stereo  music 
and  video  in  your  own  comfort¬ 
able  pad,  no  hassle  and  no  Larry 
Kane.  If  your  TV  is  color,  then 
you  also  have  a  light  show.  Invite 
friends,  have  a  party. 

If  you  think  the  idea  sounds 
great,  you’re  right.  If  you  think 
it  is  an  easy  thing  to  do,  you’re 
wrong.  The  technical  problems 
involved  make  a  live  TV  studio 
pickup  of  an  amplified  rock  band 
one  of  the  hardest  things  you 
can  try.  TV  studios,  unlike  re¬ 
cording  studios,  are  not  built  to 


For  information  on  abortion,  birth  control,  preg¬ 
nancy  tests  and  counseling  call  locally  —  call 
Problem  Pregnancy  Information  Service,  Inc. 
Counselors  are  on  duty  24  hours  a  day.  We  will 
answer  your  questions  completely  &  openly. 


Problem  Pregnancy  Information  Service 
209  Stratford  St.,  Houston 
Office  hours  9:30  am-9:30  pm  7  days  a  week 


More  News  cont.  from  10 
Fighting  The  “Red  Menace” 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (LNS)  - 
Most  everybody  is  familiar  with 
opinion  polls  like  the  Gallup  and 
Harris  polls  —  maybe  you’ve  even 
been  asked  a  question  or  two. 
Well,  the  American  Security 
Council,  the  infamous  right-wing 
pressure  group,  now  has  its  own 
poll  on  a  subject  close  to  its 
heart  —  national  security. 

The  idea,  as  A.S.C.  president 
John  Fisher  said  in  a  recent  letter 
to  “fellow  Americans”  who  have 
been  “nominated  to  serve  on  the 
National  Voter  Advisory  Board 
of  the  American  Security  Coun¬ 
cil”  (presumably  a  fancy  name 
for  being  on  their  mailing  list)  is 
to  “analyze  the  actual  national 
security  voting  record  of  each 
Member  of  Congress  and  compare 
it  with  how  you  and  other 
opinion  leaders  vote  on  this  poll.” 

Some  typical  questions  are 
“Do  you  believe  that  the  United 
States  should  have  a  policy  of 
military  superiority  over  Russia? 
Do  you  believe  that  Communists 
or  other  revolutionaries  should 
be  permitted  to  teach  in  tax- 
supported  educational  institu¬ 
tions. 

The  A.S.C.  is  quick  to  point 
to  their  “seventeen  years  ex¬ 
perience”  and  boast  that  “our 
staffers  are  not  only  expert  on 
strategic  military  affairs  but  are 
also  very  knowledgeable  on  the 


THE  NEW  AMERICAN  FOLK 
GALLERY.  “One  of  These  Days,” 
includes  19  paintings  by  black  artist 
Burford  Evans,  that  relate  to  his  ex¬ 
periences  as  a  child  celebrating  the 
day  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation. 
Opens  June  17  and  continues  thru 
July  5.  2pm-6pm  daily.  1617  Binz. 


record  loud  music.  They  are  built 
to  record  video  signals.  There  is 
probably  no  TV  studio  in 
America  that  has  the  audio 
qualifications  needed  for  ampli¬ 
fied  music  and  rock  vocals.  On 
the  other  hand,  no  recording 
studio  can  produce  the  incredible 
array  of  visual  goodies  a  modem 
TV  station  can. 

POINT  no.  1:  A  happy  med¬ 
ium  must  be  met  (as  it  were). 

The  first  Mother’s  Midnight 
Media  Mix  was  a  good  illustration 
of  the  problems  faced  miking 
and  simulcasting  a  show  of  this 
type.  Visually,  it  was  acceptable, 
thought  somewhat  trite. 

And  from  a  strictly  musical 
standpoint,  I  would  urge  the 
producers  to  get  a  little  better 
talent  for  the  remaining  shows. 
When  you  start  out  with  the 
hang-ups  encountered  in  this 
type  production,  you  needn’t 
compound  them  with  less  than 
average  bands.  (Dr.  John  was  a 
nice  surprise.) 

POINT  no.  2:  You  can  learn 
from  your  mistakes. 

All  things  considered,  it  was 
an  admirable  beginning  to  a 
series  which  should  pick  up 
steam  as  it  rolls  along.  The  tech¬ 
nical  bugs  can  be  worked  out  to 
a  degree  and  the  presentations 
should  become  more  elaborate. 

MMMM  will  run  at  midnight 
every  Saturday  until  we’re  other¬ 
wise  notified. 

—  Tom  Flowers 


various  forces  at  work  internally 
to  destroy  our  country  the 
Communist  Party,  the  Black 
Panthers,  the  Weathermen,  etc.” 

Fisher  says  the  whole  poll  will 
cost  $68,000  —  and  the  A.S.C. 
isn’t  above  making  a  pitch  to 
its  brand  new  “nominees”  for 
$10.00  or  more  to  help  cover  the 
cost  of  the  poll. 

Well,  who  is  the  American 
Security  Council  anyway?  A  list 
of  members  reads  like  a  Who’s 
Who  of  retired  Armed  Forces  big 
shots  like  General  Paul  D.  Adams 
(Ret.),  former  Commander  in- 
Chief,  U.S.  Strike  Command;  Ad¬ 
miral  Robert  L.  Dennison,  U.S.N. 
(Ret.)  former  Supreme  Allied 
Commander;  or  General  Paul  D. 
Harkins,  U.S.  Army  (Ret.)  for¬ 
mer  Commanding  General,  U.S. 
Military  Assistance  Command, 
Vietnam. 

To  keep  the  military  company, 
there’s  also  a  fair  share  of  corpor- . 
ate  heavies  like  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Motorola,  Robert 
W.  Galvin,  and  Clifford  F.  Hood, 
former  President  of  U.S.  Steel, 
and  a  smattering  of  scientist/in¬ 
tellectuals  like  Dr.  Eugene  P. 
Wagner,  a  physicist  at  Princeton 
and  the  Director  of  the  School 
of  International  Studies  at  Brad¬ 
ley  University,  Dr.  Stefan  T. 
Possony. 

ASC,  organized  on  the  con¬ 
cept  that  “Freedom  Needs  Facts 
Not  Fiction”  is  into  all  sorts  of 
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projects  aimed  at  exposing  and 
destroying  the  “red  menace”  in 
our  midst.  They  sponsor  a  daily 
Spanish  language  program  broad¬ 
cast  over  38  stations  throughout 
the  Americas  called  Radio  Free 
Americas  (which  the  group 
proudly  claims  has  been  attacked 
regularly  by  “Castro’s  propa¬ 
ganda  machine”);  and  churn  out 
“comprehensive  studies  on  key 
issues”  like  “The  Role  of  Busin¬ 
ess  in  the  Cold  War,”  “Guidelines 
for  Cold  War  Victory”  and 
“Threats  to  National  Security: 
Communist  China’s  Admission  in¬ 
to  the  UN.” 

Their  pride  and  joy  however, 
is  a -library  and  research  center 
which  includes  “the  largest  priv¬ 
ate  collection  on  revolutionary 
activities  in  America.”  ASC  has 
sunk  over  $2  million  in  the 
library  and  boasts  a  central  index 
which  contains  over  6  million 
cards. 


Green  Berets  Invade  New  Mexico 

When  U.S.  Gen.  Stephen 
Kearny  first  invaded  New  Mexico 
in  1821,  he  followed  the  Santa 
Fe  trail  down  into  the  territory 
uttering,  “We  come  among  you 
not  for  your  injury,  but  for  your 
benefit.” 

New  Mexico  will  again  be  in¬ 
vaded  by  the  U.S.  Army.  This 
time  the  elite  Special  Forces  of 
the  Green  Berets  will  move 
through  the  mountains  and  vill¬ 
ages  of  New  Mexico  in  a  special 
training  exercise. 

They  plan  to  use  poor  people 
in  the  state,  particularly  poor 
chicanos  in  northern  San  Miguel 
County,  as  guinea  pigs  in  their 
special  training  operation.  The 
Green  Berets  will  be  parachuted 
into  the  county’s  mountains  and 
round  up  poor  people  and  ex¬ 
amine  them  as  part  of  the  Special 
Forces  “medical  training.” 

“The  Army  has  chosen  to 
flaunt  its  arrogance  in  the  faces 
of  the  native  chicano  and  indio 
people  here  by  following  the 
Santa  Fe  Trail  into  New  Mexico 
to  carry  out  their  operation  — 
the  route  first  used  by  U.S.  im¬ 
perialism  when  it  invaded  New 
Mexico  with  its  armies,  butcher¬ 
ed  the  people  and  conquered  the 
land,”  reported  El  Grito  del 
Norte,  a  chicano  newspaper. 

The  Green  Beret  operation, 
formulated  by  the  U.S.  Army 
Recruiting  Officer  in  Las  Vegas, 
New  Mexico  —  John  P.  Pardieu  — 
will  be  divided  into  two  phases. 
Phase  I  will  include  the  Special 
Forces  marching  20  miles  a  day 
from  Independence,  Mo.,  all  the 
way  to  Santa  Fe.  They  will  then 
continue  on  foot  through  San 
Miguel  County  where  the  troops 
will  examine  local  poor  people 
on  the  route  and  in  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  villages. 

Phase  II,  after  the  Special 
Forces  have  reached  Santa  Fe, 
includes  sin  “air  lift”  of  Green 
Berets  into  northern  San  Miguel 
County  where  they  will  para¬ 
chute  into  the  mountains  and 
set  up  temporary  field  clinics  to 
examine  the  people  of  the  area. 
Phase  II  will  include  first  aid, 
general  examination  and  mid¬ 
wifery. 

■mf 


Not  a  word  of  the  new  New 
Mexico  operation  has  been  re¬ 
ported  in  the  daily  press. 

This  Army  maneuver  comes  at 
a  time  when  the  chicano  lib¬ 
eration  movement  is  gaining 
strength  throughout  the  South¬ 
west.  It  also  comes  at  a  time 
when  conditions  are  tense.  Last 
month,  New  Mexico  Atty.  Gen. 
David  Norvell  announced  no 
charges  would  be  filed  against 
six  state  and  Albuquerque  police 
who  killed  two  chicano  activists 
at  a  construction  site  on  Indian 
land  in  January. 

According  to  the  official  police 
version,  Antonio  Cordova  and 
Rito  Canales  were  killed  during 
a  stake-out  at  a  construction  site 
south  of  Albuquerque  Jan.  29, 
1972.  They  say  the  stake-out  was 
in  response  to  an  annonymous 
tip  reporting  that  dynamite  was 
going  to  be  stolen  from  the  site 
that  night.  Cordova  and  Canales 
(both  well  known  to  the  police 
for  their  active  participation  in 
the  chicano  movement)  were  left 
lying  at  the  site  of  the  killings  for 
more  than  nine  hours  “because 
the  police  could  not  identify 
them.”  Cordova  was  shot  10 
times,  Canales  six,  (four  of  them 
in  the  back). 

The  Green  Beret  operation  al¬ 
so  coincides  with  the  anniversary 
of  the  Albuquerque  Rebellion 
which  erupted  after  police  brutal¬ 
ity  last  year. 

The  exercise  comes  at  a  time 
when  poor  people  are  moving  to 
satisfy  their  medical  needs  them¬ 
selves  through  peoples’  clinics  in 
the  barrios  and  in  the  country¬ 
side. 

Pardieu  denies  the  charges  of 
local  chicano  activists  that  the 
U.S.  government  is  preparing  its 
Special  Forces  for  use  against 
chicano  and  other  peoples  within 
U.S.  borders.  He  said  this  par¬ 
ticular  operation  merely  involves 
a  unit  of  14  professionals  who 
are  furthering  their  training. 
Pardieu  said  the  training  was  for 
the  Green  Beret’s  role  in  Latin 
America  and  other  Third  World 
areas. 

“The  terrain  in  San  Miguel 
and  the  fact  that  the  poor  people 
who  will  be  used  in  the  operation 
speak  Spanish,  make  New  Mexico 
ideal  for  training  Special  Forces 
for  use  against  Raza  in  Latin 
America,  if  not  Raza  right  here 
in  the  United  States,”  according 
to  El  Grito  del  Norte. 

Pardieu  told  El  Grito,  “the 
Army  is  trying  to  make  a  strong¬ 
er  effort  to  get  into  community 
action.  With  this  new  volunteer 
Army,  it’s  a  whole  new  ballgame. 
These  people  are  professionals, 
they  have  done  the  same  thing  in 
Vietnam,  Latin  America  and 
Africa,”  he  said. 

“There  is  a  real  problem  with 
health  care  here.  If  someone  cuts 
himself  up  real  bad,  why  they 
can  patch  him  up;  the  com¬ 
munity  can  see  the  people  who 
are  protecting  them,  the  Special 
Forces.  You  can  sleep  better  at 
night,  as  the  saying  goes,”  Par¬ 
dieu  continued. 

The  chicano  reaction  to  the 
operation  has  been  one  of  anger. 
El  Grito  del  Norte  urged  its  read¬ 
ers  to  go  to  the  San  Miguel 
County  Health  Planning  Council 
and  denounce  the  maneuvers. 
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Joe  Wotemer 

APOVE  HONKT  THREAE5 — 


VERNAL  EQUINOX : 
JUNE  20  &  21 


MACROBIOTIC  LEADERS 
HERMAN  &  CORNELIA  AIHARA 

LECTURE  THE  20th  OF  JUNE  AT  7pm 

ALSOj  ON  JUNE  21: 

COOKING  CLASS  AT  5pm 
DINNER  AT  7pm 
LECTURE  AT  8pm 

$2.00  for  each  event 
$5.00  for  all  three  events 

TAO  WHOLE  FOODS 

15  WAUGH  DRIVE,  HOUSTON 

For  more  information,  phone  862-3980. 

TONIGHT !  JUNE  15 

MIDNIGHT  CINEMA  SUMMER  FILM  SERIES  PRESENTS: 


"PUTNEY  SWOPE” 

Metropolitan  Theatre  —  Downtown 


$1.25 


June  22:  "CASA  BLANCA” 

Tickets  available  at  Metropolitan  Box  Office 
Box  office  opens  at  11:30 


yusef 

lateef 

quartet 


Celebrated  jazz  virtuoso  —  Winner  of  numerous  Downbeat 
and  Playboy  Jazz  Awards  —  Performing  on  sax,  flute,  blues 
oboe,  Indian  shanai— 


.«  LA  BASTILLE 

Monday  June  5  —  June  17 
$2.50  weekdays  —  $3.50  weekends 

Use  This  Ad  Mon-Thur  I  Get  $1.00  door  discount! 
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June  15-21, 1972  :  13 


Platter 

Chatter 


by  John  M.  Lomax 


E  scaped  once  again  from  the  wilds  of  Gotham  City  with  all  facilities  intact. 
Little  did  I  realize  that  I  was  going  to  step  into  such  a  hotbed  of  musical  activity. 
The  upcoming  rock  menu  is  an  outstanding  one  with  the  Rockin’  Blue  Diamonds 
at  the  Old  Quarter,  Austin  &  Congress,  on  Thursday  the  15th;  Cold  Blood  and 
the  Sparks  Brothers  (formerly  Halfnelson)  at  Liberty  Hall  the  16th,  17  th  and 
18th;  Ray  Charles  also  in  town  on  the  18th;  followed  by  Jethro  Tull  in  the 
scenic  Coliseum  the  19th.  And  Rocky  Hill  at  Irene’s  the  16th  and  17th. 

Neil  Young  will  make  a  50-stop  U.S.  tour  the  end  of  this  year,  along  with  the 
Stray  Gators.  Following  these  dates  they  will  go  on  a  world  tour. 

Best  wishes  to  Johnny  Winter  who  has  recently  been  in  town  playing  some 
exciting  unscheduled  stops  with  local  groups. 

Nice  to  see  a  bunch  of  folks  calling  themselves  Ark  Rock  have  cut  the  Gordian 
Knot  and  are  presenting  concerts  in  Hermann  and  Memorial  Parks  on  Sundays. 


*  *  * 


* 


The  Good  Times  are  no  doubt  coming  for  HF  but  they  aren’t  quite  all  here  yet. 
An  encouraging  88  and  thanks  to  the  band  for  not  tabbing  themselves  Pope, 
Duck,  Quaye  and  Glover. 

LIVE  IN  NEW  YORK  ***  Mississippi  Fred  McDowell  ***  Oblivion  Records  *** 
38m  16s  (Oblivion  Records  PO  Box  X  Roslyn  Heights,  New  York  11577  $4.98) 

I  met  one  of  the  “officers”  of  Oblivion  Records  while  in  New  York;  a  25-year  old 
frizzy-haired,  ex-Pacifica  (NY)  employe  who  formed  the  label  recently  with  two 
friends.  I  could  tell  you  about  his  record  store  EABOS  (which  stands  for  Eat  a 
Bag  of  Shit)  but  I’ll  let  that  wait  for  the  proverbial  other  story.  This  live  disc, 
cut  at  the  McDougal  Street  Gaslight,  is  the  initial  offering  from  Oblivion  and  it 
is  a  sad  twist  that  it  may  be  Fred’s  last  record. 

Fred  is  one  of  the  living  masters  of  delta  blues  and,  while  he’s  past  his  peak, 
this  excellent  set  shows  plainly  why  people  have  made  such  a  fuss  over  this 
Como,  Miss,  native  since  his  “discovery”  in  1959.  The  Stones  album  Sticky 
Fingers  has  an  apt  title  for  Fred,  since  they  borrowed  “You  Got  to  Move”  from 
him.  I  guess  they  just  borrowed  it;  maybe  one  of  these  days  they’ll  pay  the 
royalties  due  him.  Sure.  If  they  hurry,  the  money  will  get  to  Fred  before  he 
dies  he’s  currently  in  poor  shape  due  to  stomach  ailments. 

It  is  a  fine  record.  Fred  McDowell  —  like  Mance,  Lightning,  T-Bone  Walker 
and  others  is  a  walking  museum  of  the  last  50  years  of  blues.  You  just  are  not 
going  to  get  much  more  authentic  than  this.  Buy  it  so  Fred’ll  feel  a  little  less  pain 
in  the  days  left  to  him. 

JAZZ  BLUES  FUSION  ***  John  Mayall  ***  Polydor  ***  45m  25s 
Darned  if  Mayall  hasn’t  changed  directions  again  —  into  jazz,  a  form  he  rejected 
way  back  when  to  concentrate  on  blues.  He  has  now  added  Ron  Selico  as  his 
first  drummer  in  two  years.  Blue  Mitchell  and  Clifford  Solomon  are  new  mem¬ 
bers  with  trumpet  and  sax.  Freddy  Robinson  presently  plays  second  guitar, 
while  only  ex-Heat  bassist  Larry  “the  Mole”  Taylor  remains  from  Mayall’s  last 
ensemble. 

The  record  is  “live”  from  sessions  in  Boston  and  New  York  recorded  in 
November  and  December.  There’s  no  avant-garde  mind-blowing  jazz  involved 
here,  just  the  usual  Mayall  cleanness  and  professionalism.  Mitchell,  Solomon  and 
Robinson  are  all  proven  jazz  and  blues  performers  who,  while  they  may  have 
been  previously  unfamiliar  with  Mayall  personally,  are  no  doubt  well  acquainted 
with  his  work  over  the  past  15  years. 

You’ll  hear  some  real  classy  harmonica  by  John  to  go  with  this  45  minute 
session  smooth  as  baby’s  cheeks.  Mayall  has  established  a  remarkably  high  stand¬ 
ard  of  consistent  quality:  Jazz  Blues  Fusion  is  a  step  in  a  new  direction  perhaps, 
but  also  another  rung  in  the  ladder  for  this  amazing  limey  from  the  class  of  ‘52. 
Actually,  this  step  is  not  so  radical ;  Mayall  has  been  turning  out  music  like  this 
for  some  time.  Now  he  has  gotten  around  to  calling  it  jazz  and  filling  the  band 
with  men  fluent  in  that  idiom.  Can  John  Mayall  be  the  English  version  of  Ray 
Charles?  91 


2ND  RIGHT  3RD  ROW  ***  Eric  von  Schmidt  ***  Poppy  (Distributed  by  United 
Artists)  ***  41m  42s 

Von  Schmidt  first  attracted  public  notice  when  Dylan  mentioned  him  as  his 
source  for  “Baby  Let  Me  Follow  You  Down”  on  his  historic  debut  album,  exact¬ 
ly  a  decade  back.  In  fact,  there  should  be  an  endorsement  from  brother  Bob  on 
the  label.  And  you  might  as  well  reach  for  your  wallet  for  this  new  record  from 
Eric;  his  first  in  five  years  is  delightful.  Eric  has  a  vocal  style  truly  his  own  and  is 
a  fine  lyricist  as  well.  He  did  10  of  the  dozen  songs  and  is  up  to  date  on  ping-pong 
diplomacy,  as  “Salute  to  China”  proves. 

Paul  Butterfield,  Geoff  and  Maria  Muldaur,  Billy  Mundi,  Mime  Blackburn, 

Ben  Keith  and  Amos  Garrett  are  the  better  known  members  of  a  stellar  support¬ 
ing  cast.  They  work  beautifully  from  the  rye  sorrow  of  "Turtle  Beach”  to  the 
closing  solemnity  of  “My  Country  ‘Tis  of  Thee.”  Von  Schmidt  has  a  moat  re¬ 
markable  voice,  ranging  from  gentle  troubadour  to  whimsey  to  blues  rasp.  The 
crystal  flecks  from  Geoffs’  guitar  don’t  hurt  anything  —  and  if  they  did,  Butter- 
fields’  harmonica  would  cure  any  damage.  Eric  seems  to  be  mellower  this  re-entry, 
though  without  losing  his  edge.  The  rest  of  us  should  be  as  fortunate.  93 

SAIL-A  WA  Y  ***  Randy  Newman  ***  Wamer-Reprise  ***  30m  13s 

No  one  likes  us  —  I  don ’t  know  why 
We  may  not  be  perfect,  but  heaven  knows  we  try 
But  all  around  even  our  old  friends  put  us  down 
Let's  drop  the  big  one  and  see  what  happens 

We  give  them  money  —  But  are  they  grateful 
No,  they're  spiteful  and  they're  hateful 
They  don’t  respect  us  -  so  let’s  surprise  them 
We  'll  drop  the  big  one  and  pulverize  them 

Wry.  Sardonic.  Polite.  Restrained.  Puckish.  Sly.  Witty.  Nostalgic.  Tinkly.  Dry. 
Crinkly.  Randy  Newman  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  new  breed  of  balladeers  — 
modem  singer/songwriters  dealing  with  the  reality  of  current  living.  He  has  a 
solid  background  as  both  a  writer  and  arranger  (Peggy  Lee  —  “Is  that  all  There 
Is?”).  Yes,  he  wrote  and  arranged  the  entire  set. 

He  oozes  his  clever  lyrics  at  you,  gussied  up  with  soft,  restrained,  and  at  times 
bouncy  backing.  He  has  a  little  boy  wistfulness  about  him  and  reveals  quite  a 
religious  side,  though  a  mysterious  one,  as  the  following  from  two  songs  show: 

If  you  need  someone  to  talk  to 
You  can  always  talk  to  him 
And  if  you  need  someone  to  lean  on 
You  can  lean  on  him 

I  burn  down  your  cities  —  how  blind  must  you  be 

I  take  from  you  your  children  and  you  say  how  blessed  are  we 

You  all  must  be  crazy  to  put  your  faith  in  me 

That’s  why  I  love  mankind 

You  really  need  me 

That’s  why  I  love  mankind 

Does  any  of  this  tickle  your  serrated  cerebrum?  Randy  is  like  a  clever  pun  —  he 
takes  awhile  to  sink  in.  But  once  sunk,  then  so  are  you.  91 

GOOD  TIMES  A  COMING  ***  Hookfoot  ***  A&.M  »*•  41m  25s 

About  time  Ealeb  Quaye  had  his  own  group.  He’s  been  a  top  session  man  behind 

folks  like  Lou  Reed,  A1  Kooper  and  Elton  John.  For  three  years  Quaye,  Roger 

Pope,  Dave  Glover  and  Ian  Duck  have  been  struggling  to  put  Hookfoot  off  and 

running. 

What’s  with  all  these  foot-fetish  groups  anyway?  Hookfoot,  Little  Feat  and 
Head,  Hands  and  Feet  —  while  other  bodily  areas,  like  arms,  ears,  noses  and 
crotches,  remain  untapped  by  the  namers.  Just  think  of  the  possibilities:  The 
Schnozzes,  Earwax,  The  Eustachean  Tubes,  Peter  and  the  Pubes,  Clyde  and  the 
Tauruses. 

Solid  musicianship,  particularly  Quaye’s  excellent  guitar.  Production  is  also 
good;  the  songs  are  all  creations  of  the  band  and  the  overall  feel  is  professional. 
Yet  Hookfoot  somehow  fails  to  emerge  with  a  distinctive  aural  identity.  Hope¬ 
fully  that  will  come  with  time,  for  the  band  definitely  has  loads  of  potential. 
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SOUL  CLASSICS  ***  James  Brown  ***  Polydor  ***  28m  25s 
Boy,  if  I  had  a  penny  for  every  ounce  of  sweat  that  has  cascaded  from  James 
Brown’s  brow  over  the  past  10  years  I’d  be  buying  and  selling  Congressmen  like 
used  cars.  James  at  one  time  was  widely  known  as  the  “hardest  working  man  in 
show  business”  and  did  nothing  to  dispel  the  sobriquet.  He  headed  up  a  traveling 
revue  —  including  supporting  acts,  a  full  band  carrying  three  drummers,  go-go 
girls,  handlers,  back-up  chorus  and  bodyguards  —  which  for  years  would  be  on 
the  road  just  short  of  constantly. 

James  also  was  careful  to  put  on  a  spectacular,  dramatic  show,  churn  out 
dozens  of  tight  singles  and,  in  the  manner  of  Ray  Charles,  always  infuse  heavy 
doses  of  rhythm,  jazz,  gospel  and  soul  into  his  songs  and  appearances. 

This  particular  platter  is  a  mite  short  at  28 ‘A  minutes,  ‘specially  for  a  “greatest 
hits”  shuck,  but  if  you  lust  after  things  like  “I  Got  You,”  “Cold  Sweat,”  “Call 
Me  Super  Bad,”  “Soul  Power,”  “Sex  Machine,”  and  “Papa’s  Got  a  Brand  New 
Bug”  then  glom  it.  “Mr.  Dynamite”  is  more  into  light  jazz  now  than  the  heavy 
blues  of  the  past  but  is  of  course  still  ranked  right  smack  in  the  middle  of  the 
top  ranked  vocalists  around. 

TEXAS  CANNONBALL  ***  Freddie  King  ***  Shelter  (Distributed  by  Capitol) 
35m  45s 

As  classy  a  cover  as  a  man  would  want  anywhere.  Jim  Franklin  depicts  Freddie 
bursting  thru  the  soil  as  dirt  and  disrupted  blue-bonnets  fly  all  over  the  Texas 
countryside.  Instead  of  music,  armadillos  emanate  from  his  axe;  so  you  know 
right  off  that  this  dude  must  play  some  strange  kind  of  blues. 

Not  really  all  that  strange,  but  this  outing  Freddy  is  more  into  rock.  Of  course 
he  was  always  more  into  rock  than  distant  cousins  B.B.  arid  Albert,  as  his  1965 
effort  of  “Hideaway”  will  attest.  Selections  included  come  from  Lowell  Fulson, 
John  Fogerty,  Howling  Wolf,  Isaac  Hayes,  Elmore  James  and  producer  and  key¬ 
board  session  man  Leon  Russell.  Don  Preston,  Duck  Dunn,  A1  Jackson,  Carl 
Radle,  Jim  Gordon,  Chuck  Blackwell  and  John  Gallie  were  also  on  hand  in 
studios  in  Memphis  and  Hollywood, 

Freddie  King’s  appearance  at  Armadillo  World  HQ  in  Austin  was  supposed  to 
provide  the  material  for  this  release.  However,  they  only  wound  up  with  13 
minutes  of  “usable  material”.  To  the  rear,  march!  Back  to  the  studio.  Anyhow, 
Freddie  is  in  nifty  form  with  a  rawer  guitar  style  than  B.B.,  yet  without  all  the 
grit  of  Albert’s  ax.  His  vocals  are  better  than  those  of  either  other  King,  while 
his  playing,  though  different,  is  no  less  expert  —  an  honest  musician  who  lays 
down  mean,  mean  electric  blues.  96 

WHERE  IT  ALL  BEGAN  »•*  Bo  Diddley  ***  Chess  *•*  34m  18s 
Long  about  1955,  when  many  of  today’s  budding  guitar  flashes  were  but  toddlers 
and  gleams  in  their  to-be  mommas’  eyes,  this  cat  named  Ellas  McDaniel  unleash¬ 
ed  his  version  of  “I’m  a  Man”  b/w  “Bo  Diddley.”  The  name  came  from  his  short 
boxing  career  and  stuck  as  solidly  as  his  rhythms.  My  teenage  years  from  then 
on  were  rendered  considerably  more  livable  listening  to  things  like  “Bring  it  to 
Jerome,”  “Mona,”  “Who  do  you  Love,”“Hey  Bo  Diddley,”  “Say  Man,”  “Diddley 
Daddy,”  “You  Can’t  Judge  a  Book  by  the  Cover”  and  “Road  Runner”  which 
followed.  There  was  —  and  is  —  no  one  with  a  beat  like  Bo  Diddley.  Chuck  Berry, 
Little  Richard,  Fats  Domino,  Bo  and  Elvis  were  prime  movers  in  the  creation  of 
rock  and  roll.  And  like  Bo  says,  “I  sure  want  to  tank  all  my  fans  for  supporting 
me  over  the  last  17  years  during  the  rock  and  roll  crisis.” 

Berry  has  recently  been  receiving  most  of  the  credit  for  his  earlier  achieve¬ 
ments,  while  Bo  is  still  overlooked  in  comparison.  A  sad  fact,  possibly  due  to 
his  weaker  lyrics.  But  one  check  of  Hendrix’  stage  technique  and  guitar  antics 
will  convince  you  that  Jimi  had  done  a  little  adapting.  That  sawtooth  riff  done 
so  magically  by  the  Grateful  Dead  comes  from  “Hey  Bo  Diddley.”  Quicksilver 
spent  half  an  album  on  “Who  do  you  Love,”  and  the  Animals  recorded  the 
“Story  of  Bo  Diddley”  on  their  third  album.  And  that  whisper  vocal  style  Jagger 
uses  so  well  is  another  Diddley  innovation. 

On  this,  album  number  20  some-odd.  Bo  wends  through  nine  numbers  with 
more  stress  than  usual  on  his  vocals.  The  patented  Diddley  rumble  is  ever-present. 
A  live  show  is  more  blues-oriented  than  I  had  expected.  He  travels  alone  now; 
gone  are  the  days  of  wildman  Jerome  Green,  niece  Cookie  or  half-sis  Duchess. 
These  ladies  toiled  as  rhythm  guitarists,  usually  in  slinky  skin-tight  gold  sparkles 
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BATHTUB,  small  air  conditioner  for 
sale.  Also  some  aluminum  windows 
and  screens.  521-0623  or  802  Willard. 

*• 

WOULD  LIKE  TO  BUY  2  Rolling 
Stones  tickets.  Flew  in  from  Oregon 
Jmt  tickets  were  all  sold  when  I  got 
there.  Will  pay  up  to  $10.00  per 
ticket.  Please  friends,  help  me  out. 

I  would  greatly  appreciate  it.  Call 
353-5655,  ask  for  Patty. 

FOR  SALE:  A  Norelco  1420  Cassette 
recorder/player,  $17.  Complete  with 
mike,  batteries,  adaptor  and  blank 
tape.  Also  new  releases  by  Neil  Young, 
Dylan,  Hendrix,  TRex,  Alice  Cooper 
and  others  for  $3  each  on  cassette. 

Call  529-6854. 


NEED  ROOMMATE  immediately 
to  share  apt  in  UH  area.  Male  or 
female.  Rent  real  low.  Call  Ron 
748-9322  between  6-7  pm,  Mon- 
Friday. 

FOR  SALE:  1966  SAAB,  3  cyl. 
station  wagon.  Needs  trans-axle 
repair  to  run;  buy  to  repair  or  for 
parts.  $95.00  or  best  offer.  Call 
523-7791. 

MONTROSE/WELCH  AREA:  young 
male  or  female  to  share  furnished 
house  with  UH  student.  Now  until 
Sept.  1,  air  conditioned,  private 
bedroom.  $50.00  month,  plus  bills. 


BABYSITTING  IN  HOME,  days  only 
any  age.  Experienced.  626-9236. 

LANEA  DOBSON :  please  call  Ronald 
Vaughn  at  864-1994. 

BLACK  BROTHER  DOING  TIME 
in  Ohio  would  like  to  correspond 
with  some  people  on  the  outs.  Write 
to:  Eric  Fannin,  No.  77045,  P.O. 

Box  788,  Mansfield,  Ohio  44901. 

TO  EDDIE:  Happy  Birthday  on  the 
16th  of  June.  Have  a  nice  day  and 
keep  in  touch,  please.  Love  you 
always,  Kathy  and  Darlene. 


I’M  EIGHTEEN  AND  CAUGHT 
in  a  dream  cause  it’s  a  long,  long 
way  to  paradise  and  I’m  still  on  my 
own.  Frizbee,  1412  Mulcahy, 
Rosenberg,  TX  77471.  Or  call 
232-5834.  Have  you  got  the  time  to 
find  out  who  I  really  am? 

I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  RECEIVE 
letters  from  people  who  are  gay. 
Please,  only  those  who  are  sincere. 
Michael  H.  Sullivan,  No.  127482, 
P.O.  Box  E,  Jackson,  MI  49201. 

FREE  KITTENS:  four  cute  ones. 
1310  E.  Alabama.  If  not  home, 
just  take  your  pick. 

KATHI  GRAVES:  I  still  love  you 
and  would  really  like  to  hear  from 
you.  Terry  Lowrey. 


LONELY  PRISONER  who  is  trying 
to  keep  his  head  together  would 
very  much  like  to  correspond  with 
someone.  Please  write  to:  Michael 
McKinney,  No.  83331,  P.O.  Box 
788,  Mansfield,  OH  44901. 

FREAK  ACCOUNTANT  NEEDS 
job,  preferably  part-time.  College 
degree,  some  experience,  much 
enthusiasm.  Need  money  to  set  up 
community  service  business.  Phone 
Robert,  723-6738. 

FRIENDLY  CALIFORNIA  prison 
inmate  would  really  like  to  receive 
some  mail  from  far-out  people  to 
help  pass  the  long  hours  I  must 
spend  here.  Please  send  a  photo 
if  you  can.  Joe  Kennedy,  Box  B- 
38092,  Jamestown,  CA  95327. 

QUALIFIED  CHEMISTRY  STUDENT 
with  access  to  lab;  qualified  law 
student,  interested  in  fighting  pollu¬ 
tion,  call  781-0603,  Robin  Cook. 

NEED  RIDE  TO  MEXICO  for  two 
people,  to  border  or  interior.  Will 
share  gas  and  driving.  Want  to  leave 
June  20.  Call  523-7791. 

FREE  TO  A  GOOD  HOME:  6  lovable, 
cuddley  kittens,  part  Persian.  Call 
Maggie  at  529-0229. 


Call  527-8860  or  523-7791. 

FOR  SALE:  1956  purple  Cadillac 
hearse.  $350.  5319  Crawford. 

DESPERATELY  NEED  RIDE  to 
Southern  Oregon  anytime  in  June. 
Will  share  gas  expense.  Call  LaJan 
at  424-5342. 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT:  2  bdrm, 

1  bath,  air-conditioned,  all  bills 
paid.  No  lease  required.  Close  to 
UH,  great  for  summer  rental.  Ask  for 
Allen  at  748-9050. 


Attention,  vendors!  (or  anyone) 

Here’s  a  fantastic  money¬ 
making  opportunity  for  the 
right  person.  Take  charge  of 
Space  City!  subscriptions  and 
get  FREE  papers  to  sell.  Every 
coin  becomes  pure  profit.  Think 
about  it  and  if  you  want  to  get 
a  step  ahead  of  the  crowd  just 
contact  someone  at  the  office 
(521-0582)  or  Jamie  (521-0623). 
They’ll  tell  you  where  to  go  from 
there.  You’re  on  your  way! 


way  back  in  the  early  sixties.  How  many  women  electric  guitarists  can  you  name 
for  the  year  1963?  Answer  on  the  back  of  your  stamp. 

It  is  1972  now  they  tell  me.  Bo’s  not  wearing  his  gunslinger  duds  anymore 
but  his  purple  and  orange  outfit  sets  him  a  bit  apart  from  the  man  in  the  street. 
So  does  the  wicked  red  box  Gretsch  slung  casually  around  his  muscular  stolidity. 
He  designed  it  11  years  ago,  Gretsch  built  it  and  there  hasn’t  been  a  guitar  like  it 
since. 

There  were  around  75  or  so  at  La  Bastille  on  a  wet  Wednesday  with  tornado 
warnings  aflutter  midst  the  ether. 

Right  away  he’s  into  an  uptempo  blues,  shaking  the  kinks  out  of  what  so 
far  seems  to  be  a  knowledgable  local  back-up  trio.  “I’m  a  Man’’  came  next,  the 
Willie  Dixon  ditty  that  was  Bo’s  initial  recording.  Produced  by?  Willie  Dixon.  A 
witty  talking  blues  follows  the  fads  from  ‘57  to  today  in  the  styles  of  the  musical 
masters  of  those  pubescent  days. 

Back  to  blues  for  a  risque  chantey  from  his  “Black  Gladiator”  record  of  three 
albums  ago:  “Shut  Up  Woman.” 


1  ain’t  no  plumber  woman 
but  a  plumbers  friend 

But  I  think  I  can  lay  some  pipe 
as  good  as  a  plumber  can 

He  teased  his  middle-thirties  crowd  with  “Go  Bo  Diddley,”  getting  the  spontan¬ 
eous  reaction  when  they  finally  heard  one  of  the  three  tunes  they  knew.  A  slow 
blues  followed  the  lusty  applause,  then  Bo  launched  a  fantastic  intro  with  cock¬ 
tail  chimes  coming  from  his  lower  strings  while  his  Diddley  raunch  emitted  from 
the  topside  strands.  He  worked  this  gentle  beginning  into  a  frenzied  closer.  Doub¬ 
le  time  jumps,  slashes  and  poly  rhythmns  and  about  30  seconds  of  virtuosity, 
then  blap!  He  was  gone. 

One  way  to  compare  Bo  with  Chuck  Berry  is  to  observe  the  way  they  handle 
their  pick-up  accompaniment.  Chuck  insists  on  all  the  limelight,  every  solo,  and 
prefers  his  rhythm,  bass  and  drum  to  tap  awav  metronomically.  This  night  I  was 
stunned  to  see  Bo  not  only  share  the  stage  with  his  second  guitar  but  also  allow 
him  solos  and  the  privilege  of  freedom  to  adapt  his  own  style  to  Bo’s.  Indeed,  the 
whole  band  was  extended  this  courteous  freedom.  With  lesser  musicians,  such  a 
move  could  have  created  chaos,  but  Peter  Muserra’s  bass.  Jack  Edies’  drumming 
and  Randall  Dallahon’s  guitar  made  me  mighty  proud  to  be  a  Houstonian. 
Dallahon  played  extremely  well  and  showed  a  solid  blues  influence  with  his 
adriot  work. 

Where  it  all  Began  won’t  embarress  any  of  your  guests,  even  the  ones  young 
enough  to  be  Bo’s  daughter.  Listen  and  see  where  a  lot  of  the  rock  of  the  60’s 
did  come  fiom.  Bo  ain’t  no  gunslinger,  roadrunner,  twister  or  black  gladiator, 
but  a  superb  guitarist  who  stands  over  acid  rock  like  B.B.  King  towers  above 
electric  blues.  This  is  one  of  the  real  ones,  sugar. 


LOOKING  FOR  A  FREAKY  person 
(male  or  female)  who  can  write  music 
for  lyrics  I  create.  Prefer  rgck  or  folk. 
If  interested  contact  Kent  Clark  at 
442-3719  anytime! 

NEED  ROOMMATE  to  share  2  bdrm 
apt.  in'  Sharpstown  area.  Clean 
individual  any  sex.  Call  Jim,  781- 
6612  anytime.  Keep  odd  hours,  so 
keep  trying. 


WOULD  LIKE  TO  FIND  someone 
to  correspond  with.  I  am  presently 
confined  in  Jackson  prison.  I  am 
black,  age  23,  height  5’7”,  brown 
eyes.  Will  correspond  with  anyone 
regardless  of  race  or  sex.  Thanks. 
Luther  Johnson,  No.  128127, 

P.O.  Box  E,  Jackson,  MI  49204. 
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Space  City!  Unclassifieds  are  free.-  Fill  out  this  form  and  mall  to  Uriel asslf led s,  Space 
City!,p.O.  Box  70086,  Houston,  77007Preference  given  to  service  and  non-profit  ads. 

We  don’t  accept  "sex  ads."  We  believe  that  far  from  characterizing  a  position  of  sexual 
liberation,  they  are  frequently  exploitative  of  sexuality,  especially  that  of  women  and 
gay  people.  Not  all  "sex  ads”  are  exploitative  of  course,  but  we  don't  know  any  simple 
guideline  for  determining  which  are  and  which  aren’t.  We  will  generally  accept  ads  how¬ 
ever,  for  roommates  which  specify  gay  or  straight,  male  or  female,  to  avoid  possible  con¬ 
fusion  when  two  parties  get  together.  Space  City!  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  ad,  or 
to  change  or  delete  portions  not  in  keeping  with  our  policy. 
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Victoria  Smith,  Karen  Northcott.  Arts:  Alex 
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John  Carroll,  Jerry  Sebesta,  Ron  Young, 

Susan  Montgomery,  Henry  Fernandez, 

Clarence  Kemp,  Robert  Finlay,  Joel  Bama, 
Scout  Schacht,  Rick  Fine,  Bennie  Lauve, 

Jamie  Yeager,  Ebenezer  Cooke,  Patricia 
Gruben,  Jamie,  Peggy,  Giles  Corey,  Tary 
Owens,  Scoop  Sweeney,  Jeff  Shero,  Barbara 
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SPACE  CITY!  is  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Lyman  Padde  Educational  Project,  Inc.,  a 
non-profit  corporation.  It  is  published 
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70086,  Houston  TX  77007.  Member  Under¬ 
ground  Press  Syndicate  (UPS),  subscriber 
to  Liberation  News  Service  (LNS),  Alterna¬ 
tive  Features  Service  (AFS),  Dispatch  News 
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Advertising  rates  upon  request.  Single  copy 
price  25  cents,  35  cents  out  of  town. 
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So  pick  up  your  papers  at  either: 

TURTLE  NEWS,  712%  Fairview 

SURFHOUSE,  1729  W.  34th 

BUDGET  TAPES,  1312%  College 
(Pasadena) 

HONEST  THREADS,  506 
Westheimer 

Buy’  em  for  a  dime, 
Sell’em  for  a  quarter.  . .  . 
Buy  100  and  get  25  free!! 


CO  You  WANT  to  Stamp 

OUT  FROM  THE  crowd? 


THENSUB5GRIBSTo~ 


JUST  FILL  OUT  THIS  FORM: 


Name 


Address 


City _ 

State _ _ 

FOR  THIS  KIND  OF  SUBSCRIPTION: 
[  ]  $7.50  for  one  year 
[  ]  $4.00  for  six  months 
[  ]  $5.00  to  GIs  for  one  year 
[  ]  free  to  prisoners 
[  J  $25.00  supporter  subscription 


Zip. 


AND  MAIL  TO: 

Space  City! 
Subscriptions 
P.O.  Box  70086 
Houston,  TX  77007 


ERG, STICK  AND  I 
MUST  KILL  SOME- 
STUFF  TODAY---- 
you  MAKE  TO  MUCH 
SOOND/THE  STUFF 

WILL  RUN . SO, 

I  HAVE  MADE  A 

TREE  HOLD.  ERG 
UNTILL  I  COME  BACK- 
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